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and other miſtakes, to Chriſtian freedom, 
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"Wherein alſo many places of Scripture, have 
recover 'd their long - loſt meaning; 
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Scaſonable to be now thought on in the 
Reformation intended. 


IR __—_— _ 0 
—_——_— i. 


——_——.. 
te. em 
you! Ra 


Marr. 13. $3. 


Every Scribe inſtru; d ro the Ki: 'gdeme of Heats, 1s like as Maiſter 
LY a _ which dab, at out of bus treaſurie ings old ana new, 


EY OODI ©jE7 : 


nd A. 


* © | LOND0O N, 
Princed ny T. P. and M. S. In Goldſmiths 
-- , Als. 3 4 $2, 


 EPTPLESS WY WY IP 


I 


* RR: CI RETTER LL R. 4-0 


S[1] 


Ee ue; _—_ "ou m a > 
Re = + { : . 5 - w —— — o_ 
TESTER" . - She $: _ 5 _” 0 WY 
2 ads _ a v4-- pu . Lo - K+. » Wo. 8 would ous 6 : } \. a. = a" > 2, Sn Pe In 
vES bs IND. * A _ + 


th th of th nt, oe, he hs fo le tl 
FA 


CAR LR US ED CN 


_AEESETSEES 
DOCIRIN 

AND DISCIELINE 
” OF. D FrOMERL 


RESTOR'D TO THE GOOD 
OF DOETM SEES. 


2442 


"© 


© juſt puniſhments from us, and to reſtraine 
WES EE & whatpowet cither the deyill, or any carthly 
+ 2Zagdgzs) & enemy hath to worke us woe,that then mans 
$$$$$4$$$$$ Qarure would find 1mmediate reft and releaſe- 
| = ment trom allevis.Bur verily they who think 
Fo, if they be ſuchas have a minde large anough to take into their 
_ thoughts a generall ſurvey of humane things , would ſoone proyc 
_ themſelves inthat opinion farre deceiv'd. For though it were gran- 
tedusby divine indulgence to be exempt trom all that can be harm- 
full co us from withour, yer the perverſneſſe of our folly is fo bent, 
that we ſhould never lin hammering out of our owne hearts, 2s it 
were ayt of a flint, the ſeeds and (parkies of new nuſerics to our 
ſelves, till all were in a blaze againe. And no matvell if out of our 
own hearts, for they are evill; bur ev'n out of thc things which 
God meant us, either for a principall good, or a pure contentment, 
we are ftill hatching and contriving upon our {clves matter of con- 
tinuall ſorrow and perpicxitie, What greater good to mun then 
that revealed ruic, whereby God youchlates to ſhew us how he 
would be worſhipt? and yer Nats not rightly underſtood , brcame 
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2 The Dodtrine and Diſcipline of Divorce, 


che cauſe that once a famous man: in 1/rae! could not but oblige his 
conſcience to be the ſacrificer, or it not, the jayler of his innocent 
and onely daughter. And was the cauſe oft-times that Armies of 
valiant mcn have g1ven up their throats to a heatheniſh enemy on - 
the Sabbath day: tondly thinking their defenſive reſi{tance to be as 
then a work unlawtull. What thing more inſtitured to the ſolace 
and delight of man then marriage, and yet the mil[-interpreting of 
ſome Scripture airefted mainly againſt che abuſers of the Law ior 
divorce giv'inthem by 27ofes, hath chans'd the biefling of matrimo- 
ny not ſeldome 1ntoa familiar and co-inhabiting miſchicfe; at leaſt 
into a drooping and diſconſolate houſhold capuvitie, withour re- 
fuge or redemption. So ungovyern'd and-ſo wild aracc doth (uper- - 
ſtition run us from one extreme of abuſcd libertic into the other 
of unmerctiu] reſtraint. For alchough God in the fiſt ordaining 
oft marriage, taught us to whar end he did 1t, in words expreſly im- 
plying the apc andchcettnll cofiverſationof man with woman , tc 
comfort and refreſh him againlt the cvill of ſolitary lite , not men- 
tioning the purpoſe of generation till afterwards as being but a ſe- 
condary cnt in dignity,though not in neceſſitie;yet nowif any two 
be but once handed inthe Church.and have taſted in any ſort of the 
nuptiall bed, let them finde themſelves neyer ſo miſtak*n in their 
diſpoſitions through any error , concealment , or miſadyenture, 
that through their difterent cempers, thoughts, and conſtitutions; 
they can neither be to one another a remedy againſt lonelines , nor 
live in any union cr contentment all their dayes, yet they ſhall, ſo 
they be but found ſ{uitably-weapor'd to the leſt poſſibilitie of ſenſu- 
all enjoyment, be made, {pight of az:ipathy rg fadge together, and 
combine asthey may totheir unſpeakable weariſomnes S deſpaire 
of all ſociable delight in the ordinance which God eſtabliſht ro thar 
very end. Whara calamitie is this,and as the Wiſe-man, if he were 
alive, would {gh out in his own phraſe, what a ſore ev1ll 5 this wnder 
the Surve ! All which we canreterre juſtly rono ther author then 
the Canon Law and her adherents, not conſulting with charitie, 
the interpreter and guide of our taith, bur reſtin:s in the meere ele- 
ment of the I ext z doudtles by the policy of the devill to make thar 
gracious ordinance become unſupportable,that what with men not 
daring to venture upon wedlock, and what with men wearied out 
of it, all inordinare licence might abound. Ic was for many ages 
that Bartage Jay in diſgrace with moſt of the ancient Doors, as a 
Work 


$ 


FD . 


Keſtor'd to the good of both Sexes. b 
work of the fl:ſh, almoit a dcefilement, wholly deny'd to Pricſts, 
andthe ſecond time diſſwaded to all , as he that reads 7 ertm#ins or 
Ferom may (ce at large. Afterwards 1: was thought fo Sacramentall, 
that no adultery could diſſolve 1t 3 yet there remains a burden on it 
as heavy as the other two were di{gracetull or ſuperſtitions, and of 
as much injquitte, croſſing a Law not onely. writun by 479/es, but 


charaCfter'd in us by nature, of more antiquitie and dceper ground. 


then mariagec ic ſelte ; which Law is to force nothing againſ the 
faultles proprietics ot narure: yet that this may be coiourably done, 
our Saviours words touching divorce, areas it were conveal'dinto 
a {tony rigor, inconſiſtent both with his doctrine and his otfice,and 
that which he preachrt onely to the conſcience, is by canonicall ty- 
ranny ſnatcht into the compulſive cenſure of a judicial} Court ; 
where Laws arc imposd cven againſt the venerable & ſecret power 

of natures 1mpreſſion, to love what ever cauſe be tound ro loath. 
Which is a hainous barbariſme both againſt the honour of mari- 
age, the dignitic of man and his ſoule, the goodnes of Chriſtianitic, 
and all the humane reſpeQs of crvilitie, Notwithſtanding that ſome 
the wileſt and graveſt among the Chnittan Emperours , who had 
 aboutthem, to conſult with, thoſe of the fathers then livins, who 
for their learning & helines of life are ſti]! with us 1n great renown, 
-have made their ſtatutes & edicts concerning this debate, far more 
ealie and relenting in many necellary caſes, wherein the Canon is 
inflexible. And Hugo Grotins, a man of theſe times, one of the beſt 
{carned, ſeems not obſcurely to adhere in his per{waſton to the e- 
- quitie of thoſe 1mperiall decrees, in his notes upon the Evargeliſts, 
much allaying the outward roughneſle of the Text, which hath 
for the moſt part been roo immoderately expounded; and cxcites 
the dil1yence of others to cnquire further into this queſtion, as con- 


taining many points which have not yet been explain'd. By which, | 


and by mine owne apprehenſion of what publick duty each man 
owes, [ conceive my ſelte exhorted among the reſt tocommunicate 
ſuch thoughts as I have, and offer them now in this generall labour 
of reformation, to the candid view both of Church and Magiltrate:; 
eſpecially becauſe I ſee it the hope ot good men, that thoſe irregular 
and unſpiritua}l Courtshave ſpun their utmoſt date in this Land ; 
and {ome better courſe muſt now be conſtituted. He therefore thar 
by adventurins ſhall be ſo happy as with ſucceile to caſe: & (or free 
the minds of ingenuous and apprehenfiye men from this needlefle 
B 2 : thraldome, 
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4 The Dottriue 4rd Diſcipline of Divorce, 

thraldome, he thar can prove it Jawfull and juſt to claime the per- 
ſormance cf a fitand matchable converſation, no leſle eflentiall to 
the prime ſcope of marriage then the gift of bodily conjunction, or 
els ro have an equall plea of divorce as well as for that corporall de- 
fi-iency ; he that can butlend us the clue that windes out this laby- 
riath of ſcryitule to ſuch a reaſonable and expedient liberty as this, 
deſerves to be reck*r'd amons the publick benefaCtors of civill and 
humane life; above the inventors of wine and oyle ; for chis is a far 
Gdearer, far nobler, and mare deſirable cheriſhing ro mans life , un- 
worthily expos'd to ſadnes and miſtake, which he ſhall yindicate. 
Not that licence and levicy and unconſented breach of faith ſhould 
hercin be countenanc*c, but that ſome conſ{cionable, and render pit- 
ty might b= had of choſe who have unwarily 'in a thing they never 
practiz'4 before, made themſelves the bondmen of a luckles and 
helples matrimony. In which Argument he whoſe courage can 
ſerve him to {1ve the firft enſer, muſt look for two ſeverall oppo- 
fitions : thc one from thoſe iho having {worn themſelves to long 
cultom and the letter of the Text, will not out of the road:the other 
from thoſe whoſe proſe and vulgar apprehenfions conceit but low- 
of matrimonial purpoſes,and in the work of male and female think 
they have al'. Nevertheleſſc, it ſhall be here ſought by due wayes 
20 be made appeare, that thoſe words oi God inthe inſtitution,pro- 
mifinz a meet hcip againlt lonelines 3 and thoſe words of Chriſt, 
T lat ins bY ke? 15 Cite aid his burden lig t. werenot ſpoken in vaine;tor 
if che knot of marriage may inno caſe be diffoly'd but for adultery. 
allrhe burns and ſervices of the Law are not {o intolerable. This 
onely is detir'd ofthe who are mnainded to judge hardly of thus 
maintaining, that they would be {til} and heare ali out, nor think it 
quail ro an{wer dcitderate reafon with {udgen heat and noiſe; re- 
membrirs this-that many truths now of reverend eſteem and cre- 
dt, had their birth and beginning once from ſingular and private 
thoughts ; while the moſt of men were otherwiſe pofleſt ; and had 
zhe fate ar firſt to be generally exploded and exclaim'd on by many. 
violent oppoſers 3 yet I may crre perhaps 1n ſoothing my. ſelte thas 
this preſent truth reviv*d, will deſerve to* be not ungently recciv'd 
on all hands; in that it undertakes rhe cure of an inveterate diſcaſe 
crept into the beſt part of humane ſocietie : and to doe this with no 
{marting corroſive, but with a ſmooth and pleaſing leſion, which 
tecciy'd hath the yertue to ſoften and diſpel rooted and knotty ſor- 
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rowes; and without enchantment or ſpelus'd hath regard at once 
both to ſerious pity, and upright honeſty ; that rends to the re- 
deeming and reſtoring of none but ſuch as are the obje&t of com- 
paſſion; havins in an ll houre hamper'd themſelves ro the utter 
diſpatch of all their moſt beloved comforts & repole for this: lives 
.cerm. But if wee ſhall obſtinately diſlike this new overture of un, 
expected eaſe and recovery, what remains but to deplore the tro- 
wardnes of our hopeles condition , which neither can endure the 
eſtate we arc in, nor admit of remedy either ſharp or ſweet, Sharp 


we our ſelves diſtaſt ; and ſweet, under whoſe hands we are, is (cru- 


pPd and ſuſpeRed: as too luſhious. In ſuch a poſture Chriſt found 
the ?ews, who were neither won with the auſterity of 7ohs rhe Bap- 
zi/t, and thought it too much licence to follow freely the charming 
pipe of hum who ſounded and proclaim'd liberty and relicte to ail 
diſtreſles : yet Truth in ſome age or other will find her witnes, and 
ſhaſl be juſtity'd at laſt by her own children... 

To remove therefore it it be poſſivie, this great and ſad opprefi- 
on which through the ſtriftnes of a iterall interpreting hath inva- 
ded and difturb'd the deareſt and moit peaccable eſtate of houſhoid 
ſociety, to the oyer-burdning, 1t not the over-whelmiog of many 
Chriſtians berter worth then to be {o deſerted of the Churches con- 
{iderare care,this poſttion ſhall be laid down farſt proving,then an- 
ſwerins what may be obje&ed cither trom Scripcure or 1:2ht of 
realon, | | = | 
That indiſpoſition,unfitnes, or Contrariety of wind,ar! fing from a Cauſe ty 
nature mmchangable, hindring and ever likely 0 hinder the :2azn bc nefars of 
tonjugall ſociety, which are ſolace and peace, us a greater rea'on of divorce 
then naturall frigidity , eſpeciall 7” there be 1:9 cnares, and that there be 
wrtuall conſent. 
 _ Forallſenſe and reaſon and cquity reclaimes thatany Law or 

Cov*oant how ſolemn or ſtrait ſoever , either berwden God and 


man,or man and man.though of Gods joyning,ſhoulthuid againſt, 


a prime and principall ſcope of its own inſtitution,and of both or ei- 
ther party cov'nanting: netther can 1t be of force to INgage 2 blame= 
les creature to his own perperuall ſorrow,miſtakn tor his expected 
ſolace, without (uftcring charity to ſtep in and doe a conteſt good 
work of parting thoſe whom nothing holds together, bur this of 
Gods joyning, taiſly ſuppos'd againſt the exprefle end of his own 
ordinance, And what lus chicfe end was of creating womanco be 
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joynd with man, his own inſtituting words declare, and are.infalli- 
ble roinforme us what 1s mariage, and what 1s no mariage ; unlctle 
we can think chem ſet there to no purpoſe : 1r 1 ror goos, faith he, 
that man ſhould be alone ;, 1 will make him a help meet for him. From 
which words fo plain,le{{e cannor be concuuded, nor 1s by any lear- 
ned Interpreter, thenthat in Gods intention a meet and happy con- 
verſation 1s the chieteſt and the nobleſt endof mariage ; for we find 
here no cxpreſlion ſo neceſſarily implying carnall knowledg, as this 
prevention of lonelinefle to the mind 2nd ſpirit of man. And indeed 
it is 2 greater bleffing from God, more wotthy ſo excellent a ctea- 
true as man is, and a higher cnd to honour and ſanRifie the league 
of mariage, whenas the ſolace ani ſatisfaction of the minde is re- 
oarded and provided for before the ſenfitive pleaſing of rhe body, 
And with all generous perſons maricd thus 1t 1s, that where the 
mine and perſon pleaſes aptly , there ſome unaccompliſhment of 
che bodies delight may be better born with , then when the minde 
hangs off m an unclofing diiſproportion, though the body be as it 
ought ; tor there all corporall delight will ſoon become unſayoury 
and contemptible. And the ſoltarines of man, which God had 
namely and principally orderd to prevent by mariage, hath 10 re- 
medy, bur lics under a worſe condition thenthe lonclicſt ftngle life ; 
tor in ſingle life the abſence and remotenes of a helper might inure 
him to expect his own comforts out of himſelfe, or to ſeck with 
hope; but here the continuall fight of his deluded thoughts with- 
Out cure, mult needs be to him, 1t eſpecially his complex10n incline 
him to mclancholy, a daily trouble and paine of loſle in ſome de- 
orce ike that which Reprobatcs tecl. Leſt therctore- ſo noble a 
creature as man ſhould be ſhut up incurabiy under a worſe eyill by 
21 caſte miſtake that ordinance which God gave him to remedy 
1 Icfle cviil, reaping to himſelte ſorrow while he went to rid away 
ſoliarincs, it cannot avoyd to be concluded, that it the woman be 
naturally ſo of ai{yolition, as will not help to remoyc, bur help ro 
cncrealc that ſame God-torbidd®nlonelines which will in time draw 
on with it a generall diſcomtort and dejection of minde, not be- 
ſecmins cirher Chriſtian proteflion or morall converſation, unpro- 
_fitable and dangerous to the Common: wealth, when the houſhold 

eltaie, out of which muſt flouriſh torth the vigor and ſpiric of all 
- publick enterprizes, :!5 ſo 1j] contented and procut'd at home, and 

-annor be ſupported; ſuch a mariage can be no mariage .whereto 


the 
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the moſt honeſt end is wanting: and the agrieved perſon ſhall doc 
more manly 3 to be extraordinary and f1ngular inclaimmg the duc 
right whereof he is truſtrated, then to piece up his loſt contentment 
by viſiting the Stews, or ſtepping te his neighbours bed , whick is 
the comon ſhitc in this miſ-forrune,or els by ſuffering his uſctull life 
tO waſt away and beloſt under a ſecret atfli&1on of an unconſcio- 
nableſtzc to hamane ſtrength. How vain theretore is it , and how 
prepoſterous in the Canon Law to have made ſuch caretull proviſt- 
on asainſt the impediment of carnall pertormance, and to have had 
no care about rhe unconycrhing inability of minde, fo defective to 
the pureſt and moſt ſacred cnd of matrimony : an4 that the vellell 
of voluptuous enjoyment muſt be made good to him that has 
tak'n it upon truſt without any. caution, when as the minde from 


whence muſt ow the acts of peace and love, a tar more precious 


mixture then the quinteſſence of an excrement, though it be found 
never {o deficient and unable to pertorme the beſt daty of mariavc 
in a cheerfull and agreeable converſation, ſhall be thought good a- 
nough, hoy cver flat & melancholious ir be,and-muſt ſerve though 
co the eternall diſturbance and langwiſhing of him that complains 
him. Yet wiſdom and charity waighing Gods own inſtitution, 


would chink that the pining of a ſad ſpirit wedded to Jonelines 


ſhould deſerve to be tree'd,afwell as the impatience of aſcnſuall de- 
ſire ſo providently reliev'd. T's read to ns In the Liturgy, that wee 
muZt not marry to ſatufie the fleſhly appetite, [5RE brute beaſts that have ng 
 wnderſtanding : but the Canon ſo runs» as 1 it dreamt of no other 
matter then ſuch an appetite to be ſatisfy'd 3torit it happen that na- 
cure hath ſtopt or extinguiſht the veins of ſenſuality, that mariage 
!isannulPd. Buc though all the faculties of the underſtanding and 
converſing part aficr triall appeare to be {ſo ill and ſo averſly mer 
through natures unalterable working,as that neither peace,nor any 
ſociable contentment can follow, Us as nothing, the contract ſhall 
ſtand as firme as ever, betide what will. What 15 this bur ſecretly to 
inſtruct us, that however many grave tcaſons are pretended tothe 
matried life, yet that nothing indeed is thought worth regard there- 
in, but the preſcrib'd ſatisfaction of an Irrational heat ; which can- 
 notbe but 1gnominious to the ſtate of mariage, diſhonourable ro 
the undervalu'd ſoule of man, and even to Chriſtian doQtrine it ſclt. 


While it ſeems more mov'd at the diſappointing of an impetuous 


' nerye, then at the ingenuous grievance Of a nude os IE 1 
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yoakt; and to place more of mariage 17 the channel} of concupiſ- 
cence, then im the pure influence of peace and loye , whereof the 
ſouls lawtull contentment 1s the onely fountain, 

But ſome are ready to objec, that the 4ifpofition ought ſeriouſ= 
ly to be corfider'd betore, Bur ict them know again, that for all the 
warineſle can be ugd, it may yer beiall a di(creet manto be nuſtak'n 
in his choice : the ſobereſt and beſt govern'd men are leſt practiz'd 
in theſe affairs ; and who knows nor that the dathtull murcnes of a 
viigin may olt-times hide all theunlivelines & na:mrail{loth which 
is really unfic for converſation ; nor 1s there that freedom of acceſſe 
orantcd or preſuni'd, as may ſuthice to a pertect diſcerning till roo 
fare:and where any indiſpoſitionis ſuſpeCted, what more uſuall then 
the perſwaſion of friends, that acquaintance, as it encreaſes, will a- 
mend all. And laſtly, it is not ftrange though many who have 
{pert their yourh chaſtly, arein ſome things not fo quick-Gghred, 
while they haft too cagerly ito light the nuptialltorch ; nor is it 
therfore that for a modeſt crror a man ſhou'd forteit:{o.great a hap- 
pincs,and no charitable means to releaſe hnm.Since they who have 
liv'd moſt looſely by reafon of their bold accuſtoming, prove moſt 
{uccesfull intheir matches, becauſe their wild affeions unſerling 
at will, have been as ſo many divorces to teach them experience. 
When as the ſober man honouring the appearance of mcdeſtie, 
ang hoping well of every ſocial! vertue under that veile, may eaſily 
chance to meet, if not with a body impenetrable, yet often with a 
minde to all other due convyerfation inacceſſibic,and'to all the more 
cftimable and ſuperior purpoſes of matrimony uſeleſle and almoft 
liveles : and what a ſolace, whata fit help ſuch a confort would be 
through the whole life of a man, is lefle paine toconjeCture then to 
haye experience. _ : 

Andthat we may further ſee what a violent and cruell thing it 
15to force the continuing of thofe rogerher, whom God and nature 
inthe gcntleſtend of matiage never joyn'd, diversevils and extre- 
mities that follow upon ſuch a compultfton ſhall here beſet invieyr. 
Ofevils the firſt and greateſt is thathereby a moſt abſurd and raſh 
'mputarion is fixt upon God and his holy Laws, of conniving and 
diſpencing with open & common adultery among his choſen peo- 
pic;athing which the rankeſt politician would think ic ſhame and 
_ ci{worſhip, that his Laws ſhould countenance; how and in whar 

manner this comes to patlle, I ſhall reſerye, till the courſe of me. 


thog 
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thod brings on the unfolding ot many Scriptures. Next. the Law 
and Goſpel arc hereby made ltablero more then one contradiction, 
which I reterre ai{o thither. Laſtly, the ſupreme difate of charicic 
is hereby many waves neglected and violated. Which I ſhall forch- 
with addrefſe to prove. Fit\t we know S* Par ſaith, 1t 5s berrer ro 
FArry they to burne, Mat iage therefor C WAS o1v'n aSa remedy of that 
trouble : but what might his burning mean 2 Certainly not the 
mecr morion of carnail luſt, nor the mecr goad of a ſenſinve delire ; 
God does not principally take care for ſuch cartell. What is it then 
but that dcfire which God put into Adm in Paradiſe betore he 
Knew the fin of incontinence; that defire which God ſaw it was 
not good that man ſhould be left alone co burnin; the deſire and 
longing to pur off an unktndly folitarines by uniting another body, 
but not without a fit ſoule to his in the checriull ſociety of wed!ock. 
Which if it were ſo necdfull before the fall, when man was much 
more perfc& in himſelf, how muct: more 1s it ncedfull now again(t 
all the ſorrows and caſualties of this ite ro have an intimate and 
{peaking help, a ready and reviving aſlociate in marriage : where - 
of who milles by chancing oa mute and ſpititles mare, remains 
more alone then betore, and ina burning letfe ro be conain'd then 
that which is flcſhly and more to be conf1der'dzas being more deep- 
ly rootcd even in the faultles innocerce of narure. As tor that other 
burning, which is but as it were the venom of a luſfty and over- 
aboun'img concoftion, ſtridt life and labour with the abatement of 
2 full diet may keep that low and obedient anough: bur this pme 
and more inbred deſire of joyningto it ſelf in conjugall tcliowlhip 
a fit converſing ſoul (which defire 1s proper:y cali love) ſtronger 
then death as the Spoule of Chriſt thought, any waters tannor quench 


it, neither can the flouds drown #t, T's 15 that rattonall burning that 


mariage is to remedy, not to be allay'd with faſting , nor with any 
penance to be ſubdu'd, which how can he aflwage who by miſ-hap 
hath met the unmeeteſt-and moſt un{utable mind > Who hath thc 
power to {trussle with an intelligibie ame, not in Paradiſe to be 
reliſted, become now more ardent,by being fail of what in reaſon 
ic looke tor ; and even then moſt unquenche, when the importunity 
of a provender burning 1s well anough appeas'd; and ycr the ſoul 
hach obtain'd nothing of whar 1tjuſtly defires, Certainly ſuch a one 
torbidd'n to divorce, 1s in effect forbidain romarry, and compel, 4 
to greater ditticulties chen in a lingle life ; tor it there be nor - More 
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human butning which mariage muſt ſatisfy,or els may be dilfoiy'ds 
then that of copulation, mariage cannot be, honorable tor the-meer 
reducing and terminating of luſt berween two ; fecrng many beaſt's 
in voluntary and choſen couples live togecher as unadulcerouſly, 
27d arc as truly maried in that reſpe&t. Bu: all ingenuous men will 
(ce that the dignity & bleſſing of mariage is plac'c rather inthe my- 
wal enjoyment of that whichthe wanting ſoul needtully ſeeks,then 
of that witich the plenteous body would jollily give away. Hence it 
 thar P1ito in his feſttvall difcours brings in Socrates relating what 
he find to have learn: from the Propheteſſe Dzorzma , how Love 
was the Sonne of Pennry, begot.of Plenty in the garden of Jupiter, 
Which divinely forts with that wich in effe& ſes tells us ; that 
Love was the Son of Loneliaes, begot in Paradiſe by that ſociable & 
helpaull aptitude which God implanted between man and woman 
' tovaardcach other. The ſame allo is that burnining mention'd by 
S& Paul, whereot marriage ought to be the remedy 3 the fleih hath 
other naturall and calie cures which are in the power of any tem- 
perate man Whenthertore tis originall and finles Pezury or Loxe- 
{ines of rhe ſoul cannot lay it ſelf down by the ſide of ſuch a meet 8 
acceptable union as God ordain'd in mariage, at leaſt in ſome pro- 
pOrueN, it cannot conceive and bring forth Love,bur remains utter- 
ly unmariced under a tormull wedlock, and ftill burnes inthe proper 
meaning of S*, Paul, Thenenters Hate, not that Hate that ſins, but 
that which onely is naturall difb.utisfaction and the turning afide 
{rom a miſtaken objet:1t that miſtake have done injury, it fails not 
to difſtaule with recompence , for to retain till, and not be able 
ro love, 1sto heap more znJury. 'Thence that wiſe and pious Law 
of dilmiſlicn, Dexr. 24- L- took beginnine ; of which anon : -He 
terfore woo Jacking of his due inthe moſt native an} humane end 
of mariage,thinks 1t better to-patt then to hive (adly and injuriouſly 
tothat chertujl coynant (tar not to be b{zloy'd & yet retain'dyts the 
greatclt injury coa gentle [puit)he I lay who thertore ſeeks to part, 
is one w.:10 highly honours the maaried itte, and would not Rain it : 
and che rea{ons which now move him to divorce, are equall to the 
beſt of thoſe that could firſt. warrant him to marry ; for, aswas 
plamiy thewn, borh the hate which now diverts-him and the lonc- 
lines which icads him {till powerially, co (eek a firhelp,hathnot the 
icaſt grain of a fin in ic, it he be wotthy to underſtand himſelf. 
T lurdly, Yet it 1s next to be tcard, it he muſt be ſtill bound with- 


OUT 


KA 


: Reſtor'd ep the good of both TIOXES. It 
cut reaſon by a deafe rigor s thatwhenhe perceiyes the juſt exper 
Qance of his mmd defeated, hewill begin 'cven againſt Lary to caſt 


about where he may find his ſfatisfaQ1ion morecomplear, uni (le he 


ke a thing heroically vertnons; and that arte not the common lump 
of raen'for whorn chiefly the Laws ovghr to be made, thovoh not 
tochen fins yerro them nfirming weeknefles, it being abuvetheir 
ſtren2th ro endure the fonely cſtare, which white they fhun'd, they 
are tan into. And yer there follows upon thisa worſe tempratio! ; 


tor if he be ſuch as harh (pert his youth unblamably and layd up his 


chr feſt earthly comforts m rhe enjoyment of a contented wattage, 
nor did negleEthat furderarce which was to be obtain'd herein by 
conltant prayers , when he ſhall find himſelte bourd faſt ro an un- 
complying diſcord of nauure Or, af 1t oft. happens, to an !mage of 
earth and fleam, with whom he lookt tobe the copartner of a lweet 
end g/adfome ſociety,and ſees withall that his bondage is now inc- 
vitable,'thongh he be almoſt che ſtrongelt Chriſtian,he will be rca- 
dy to difparr in vertue, and mutin againft divine providence : and 
this doubles is the reaſon of thoſe lapſes and that melancholy de- 
{pair which we ſee in many wedded perſons, though they under- 


ſtand 1tnot,or pretend other cauſes,becauſe they know no reme-iy, 


and 15 of extreme danser;therefore when human trailiy {urcharg'd, 
is at {ucha loſfe, charity eught to venture much, and uſt bold phy- 
ſick, left an over-tolt faith endanger to ſhipwrack, _ 

 Fourthly.Mariage is a covnant the very beetng whereof confilts, 
not in a forc'c cohabication , 2nd countecrtei: performance ot durics, 
but 19 unfained love and peace. T hence,f arth Salomon tn Eccleſraſtes, 
Ltinejoyfully with the wife whom theid love : all thy aayes, for tnet 15.thy 
prtion How then, where we find it impoſtibie to rejoyce ot tolove, 


can we obav.this precept? how miſerably doc we detraud our (clyes 


of that comfortable portion which God gives us, by ſtriving vainly 
ro glucancrrortogerhet Which God and nature will. nor joyne,ad- 
ding bir more yexarion arid. violence to that blisiwl ſociety: þy oue 
importunate fiperſtition, thac will nobhcatkn LO Of, Penl,x Cor.7, 
who ſpeaking of mariage arid dIVOIce, Gerermines plainanough in 
5enerall char God therein hath cak-a. us to: peace:and, nor co .bomiage, 
Yea God himfelt chmmandsan his Law. morethen once,and by his 
Propher Matarhy, as Calz's and the heſt tranſlations read, that he 
who bates ler tim Hvorce ;that is» he who cannor love, or.deiight. [ 
cxamorHercforebeTfo dittident. as not ſecurely coconclude, that be 
- | C2 WAlg9 
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who can receive nothing of the moſt important helps in mariage, 
 beeing thereby difinabl'd to return that duty which is his, with a 
clcar and hearty c untnance;a1d thus continues to grieve whom he 
would not, and isno leffe griev'd, that man ought even for loves 
ſake and peace to move diyorce upon good and liberail conditions 
to the divorc'c. And it js ale{lc breach of wedlock to part with wiſc 
and quict conſent betimes,then ſtill to ſoile and profane that myltc-. 
ry of joy and union with a polluting ſadnes and perpetuall diſtem- 
per; for it is not the outward continuing of marriage that keeps 
whole that covnanr, but whoſoever does moſt according to peace 
and love,whether in mariage,or in divorce, he it is that breaks ma- 
© naveleſt; itbcing fo often written, that Love onely is the fulfilling of 
every Commanament. 

Fifthly. As thofe Pricſts of old were not to be long in ſorrow, ot 

!t they were, they could not rightly execute their funEion;fo cyery 
true Chriſtian 1na higher order of Prieſthood 1s a perſon dedicate 
ro jov and peace, offering himſelfe a lively ſacrifice of praiſe and 
thukſoving,& thereis no Chriſtian duty that isnot to be-ſealon'd 
and fetoff with chertulnes ; which in a thouſand outward and in- 
termitting crofles may yet be aone well, as in this vale of teares,but 
in ſuch aboſom atfliction as chis , which grindes the very foundati- 
ens Of his 1amoſt nature, when he ſhall be forc'c to love againſt a 
”0ſialty, and touſec diflimalation aga1iſt his ſoul inthe perpetuall 
and ceiſcles du:1es of a husband,doudtles his whole duty of ſerving 
God muſt nce##s be bluri'd and tainted with a ſad unpreparedncile 
and dcjcction of ſpirit, wherein God has no delight. Who ſees not 
thertorc how much more Chriſtianly it would be to break by di- 
vorce that whici 15 more brok'n by undue and forciblc keeping, ra- 
cher then io cover the Altar ef th: Lord with continuall tearcs, {o that he 
regarderh not ihe offring any more, rather then that the whole worſhip 
0 a Chriitian mans lite ſhould Janguiſh and fade away beneath the 
waight of an immeaſurable grict and diſcouragement, And becauſe 
ſome think the childeVa of aſecond matrimony ſucceeding a di- 
yorce would not be a holy feed, why ſhould we not think them 
more holy then the offpring of a tormer 1l|-twiſted wedlock , be- 
g0t2a only out of a beſtiall neceſſitic without any truc Joye or con- 
rentment, Or joy to their parents; ſo that in ſome ſenſe we may call 
chem the chilaers of wrath and anguiſh, which will as little conduce 


£9 their ſanctiying, astt they had been baſtards ;tor nothing more 


then 
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chen diſturbance of minde ſuſpends ns from approachine to God. 
Such a diſturbance eſpecially as both aſſaults our fazzh and truſt in 
Gods providen:e,and ends,if there be not a miracle of vertue on ei- 
ther {1de, not onely in bitternes and wrath, the canker of devotion, 
bur in a deſperate and vitiouscareleſnes; when he ſee himſelf with. 
out fault of his train'd by a decettſull batt into a ſnare of miſery, be- 
trard by an alluring ordinance, and then made the thrall of heavyi- 


nes & diſcomfort by an undivorcing Law of God.,as he erronecus- 


ly chinks, but of mans.iniquirie, as the trurh is ; for that God pic- 
erresthe free and cherfuil worſhip of a Chriſtian, betore the pric- 
yous and exated obſervance of an unhappy mariape , beſides thar 
the generall maxims of Religion aſſure ns, will be more maniteſt 
by drawing a paralcl argument from the ground of divorcing an [- 
dolatrefle, whnch was, left ſhe ſhould alienate his heart from the 
true worſhip of Gad : and what diffcrence is there whether ſhe per» 
yert him to ſuperſtition by enticing ſorcery, ordiſfinable him in the 
whole ſervice of God through the diſturbance of her unhelpful and 
unfit ſociety, and ſo drive him at laſt through murmurcins and dc- 
{pair ro thouzhts of Atheiſm : nenher goth it leflen the cauſe of (c- 


parating, in that the one willingly allures him trom the faith, the. 


other perhaps unwillingly drives him; tor inthe account of God ir 
Comes all to one that the wite lootes him a ſervant;and theretore by 
all the united force ofthe Decalogne ſhe ought to be disbanded, un- 
le(fe we mult ſet mariage above God and chatitie, which 1s a do- 
ftrinc of devilsnolcfle then forbidding to marty. 
 Andhetceby the way to tlluſlrate the whole gueſtion of divorce, 
ere this treatiſe end, I thall rat be loath to ſpend a te lines in hope 
to give a full refoly of that which 1s yct ſo nuuch controverted, whe- 

er an Idolatrous h-retick ought to be divorce. To the reſolving 
whereof we mult firſt know that the Jews were commanded to dt - 
vorce an unbcleevins Gentile for two cauſes: firſt,becauſe all other 
Nations eſpecially the (anaarites were tothem unclean. Secondly, 
to avaid ſedneement. That other Nations weteto the fews impure; 
even to the ſeparating of mariage, will appear out of Exod, 5 4. 16. 
Deat. 7.3.6. compard with Exr4 9.2, alfo chap. 10.10, 11, Ne- 
k-91, 13. 30. This was the ground of that doudt raisd among the 
(Corinthians by ſome of the Circumciſion z Whether an undelceyer 
wer not ſtill to be counted an unclean thing, ſo as that thev oughr 


to divorce from ſuch a perſon. This doubt of theirs St. Pau/ re- 
| ” G3 moves 
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moves by an Evaneclicall reaſon, having reſpeCt ta that viſion of 
S'. Peter, whetcin the diſtinction of clean and unclean becing abo- 
i(ht, all living creatures were ſanCity'd to a pure and chriſtian uſe, 
and mankind cſpecial'v, now wiviccd by a generall call to the cov- 
Manc of 2T2Cc. ] herefore ſal Iv, Paul : T he unbulecting wife 15 (Us 
etefy db rhe Iriband that is, made purc an lawtnil to his uſe;fo that 
benecd not put her away for fcar Iclt her unbelict ſhouid defiie him; 
bt chat it be found her love (til cowards him, he might rather hope 
-0 win her. T ic {econd reaſon of that divorce was to avoid (educe- 
ment z a5 is prov'd by comparing thoſe places of the Law, tothar 
which Ezxr4 and Nehi mah did by divine warrant in compelling the 
J-ws 10 forgoe their wives. &nd this 1caſon is moralland perpetuail | 
nike rule of Chiiftan faith without evaſzon. Theretore ſaith the 
Apoſtic 2 { 7, 6. Miſ-yoke mot togetier with Infid:ls, which is inter- 
pitt of mariage 1n the fill place, And although the tormcr legaill 
POLUtON be now don ©, yet there 18 a {pitttuall contagion in [do- 
Latty as inuch to be ſhuni'd;and though ſeducement were not to be 
tea.\.l, yet where there is no hope of converting , there alwaycs 
ou2ht to be a certain religious averſation and abhoriung, which cant 
no way fort with mariage. T heretore ſaith S'. Panl, What fellow/Lip 
hath rightconſn:fſe with unrightcouſneſſe ? what communion hath light 
with darkneſſe? what concora bath Chriſt With Belial ? what part hath he 
that beleeverh with ax Infidell > And 1n the next verſe bur one, he mio- 
raliz2s and makes us liable tothat command of //aiah Wherfore come 
ont from amons them, and be ye ſeparate ſaith the Lord, touch not the un- 
clean thing, and Twill receive ye, And this command thus Goſpelliz'd 
:0 us, hath the ſameTStce with that whereon Ezra grounded the 
pious neceflitie of divorcing. OS — ©. 
Upon theſe principles I anſwerzthat a right belceyer ought to di- 
vorce an igolatrous heteticx unlelie upon better hopes : however 
that it 1s in the belezyers choice to divorce ornot. 
The tormer part wall be maniteſt thus ; firſt, an apoſtate idolater 
whether husband or wite ſeductns was to die by the decree of God, 
Dent, 13.6.9. that wariage theretore God hunſelt ais-joyns ; tor 
others bern 1dolaters the morall reaſon of their dangerous keeping +: 
and the incommunicablc antagony thatis between Chriſt and Z. /:- 
2/, wiil-beſuthcient to enforce the commandment of: thoſe rwo in- 
{pird reformers, Ez74 and Nehemiah , to put an Idolateraway as 
well under the Goſpei, or. 
11C 


i 
i 
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The latter part, thar alchough there be no ſeducement fear'd, yer 
if there be no hope giv'a, rhe divorce is lawfull, will appear by this. 
chat tdolatrous mriage is (till hatefull ro G51, therefore ſtill ic may 
be divorc' by the patrern of that warrant thar Exr 4 had;and by the 
fam2 everlaſting reafo: neither can any man give an account wher- 
fore, if thoſe whom God joyns, no man may ſeparate: it ſhould not 
follow, that, whom he joyns not, bur hates to joyn, thoſe min 
ought to leparace:buc {31th the Lawyer,that which ought not have 
been don, once don availes.I anſwer,this is but a crochet of the law. 
but that brought agaialt it, is plain Scripture. As for what Chrilt 
ſpake concerning divorce, tis confeſt by all knowins men,he meant 
onely berween them of the ſame faich. But what ſhall we ſay then 
to S', Paul, who leems to bid us not atvorce an Infidell willing to 
ſtay ? We may ſafely ſay thus ; that wrong collections have been 
hitherto inxlc out of choſe words by modern Divines. His drift, as 
was heard defore, 1s plain : not to command our ſtay in mariage 
with an {nfidel,that had been a flar renouncing of the religious and 
moral} law ; but to inform the (0rinthrans that the body of. an un- 
Dclecver was not defiling, if his deſire co live in Chriſtian wedlock 
thewd any likelthood that his heart was opening to the faith : and 
therefore advices to forbear departure fo long,till nothing have bin 
negieted to ſet forward a converſion: this I ſay he adviſes,and thar 
- with cettain cautions ; not commands : It we can take up ſo much 
credit for him,as to cet him b:lcev'd upon his own word ; tor what 
isthisels but his counſel ina thing indificrent, to zhe ref? ſpear I, not 
the Lora;for though it be truc thar the Lord neyer ſpake 1t,yer from 
St. Par); moprh wee ſhould have took it as a command, had not 
himſclfforewarn'd us,and diſclaim'd;which:norwirhſtanding if we 
{hall fill avouch to be a command , he paipadiy denying it, rhis 15 
not to expound S*, Pal, bur ro out face him. Neither doth 1t fol- 
low, but thar the Apoltle may interpoſe his judgement m1 a cafe of 
Chriſtianlibertie without the guilt of adding ro Gods word. Huw 
doe we know mariage or ſingle life to be of choice, but by ſuch like 
. words as theſe, / /þ24k 7 h1s by permiſſion, not of commandment, 1 ha Ve 1.0 
command of the Lord, yet I ezxve my nudgement, Why (hall not the hke 
words have leave to {ignific a treedom.in this our preſent queſtion, 
thongh B-z4 deny. Neither'is tae Scripture heredy lefle in{pir'd be- 


cauſe S' Paulconfeſles to have wrican therein what he had not of 


- command : for we grant that the Spirit of God led him thus to = 
| | preiie 
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16 The Daottrine and Diſcipline of Divorce, 


preſſe himſelftochriſtian prudence in a matter which God thous ii) 
eſt to leave uncommanded. ZBez4 therefore mult be warily read 
when he taxcs S*, Auſtin of Blaſphemy, for holding that S', Paw/ 
ſpake heer as of a thing indifferent © bur if ir muſt be a command, [ 
ſhall yer the more cvince it tobe a command that we ſhould heerin 
be lcft free : and that out of the Greck word us'd in the 1 2.v, which 
inſtruQs us plainly rhere muſt be a joynt aſſent and good liking on 
b >t h (des 3 he that will not deprave the Text, muſt thus render it ; 
If a brother have an nnbeleeving miſe, and ſhe joyn tn conſent to dwell with 
him ( which cannot utter leffe to us: then a mw uall agreement ) let 
him nor put ber away for the mcer ſurmiſe of )udaicall uncicannes: 
and che reaſon follows, tor the body of an Infidel is nor polluted, 
neither to benevolence, nor to precreation. Moreover, thisnoteof 
mMucuz1ll complacency forbids a!l offcr of ſcducement; which to a 
perſo1 of zcal cannot be atrempred without great offence, if ther- 
tore ſeducement be feat'd, this place hinders not divorce. Another 
caution was put in this ſuppoſed command, of not bringing the be- 
leever into bondage heerby, which doubrles might prove extreme, 
if chriſt1:n liberty and conſcience were left to the humor of a pa- 
can [taying at pleaſure to play with, or to vexe and wound with a 
thouſand (ſcandals and burdens above ſtrength to bear : if theretore 
the conceived hope of gaining a ſoul come tonothing,then charicy 
commands that the beleever be not wearicd out with endies wait- 
ing under many grievances (ore to his ſpirit;but that refpeCt be had 
rather to the preſent ſuttcring of a true Chriſtian, then the uncer- 
tan winning of an obdur'd heretick ; tor this alſo muſt appertam to 
the precept , Let every man wherein he 15 call'd therein abide with God, 
7,24, that 15, ſo walking 1n his interior calling of mariage,as not by 
dangerous ſubjectionto that ordinance, to hmder and diſturb the 
hizher calling of his chriſtianitie. Laſt, wherher this be a command 
or an advicc, we mult look that it be ſo underſtood as not to conn- 
- xradiCtt the Jeaſt point of morall religion chat God hath formerly 
commanded, otherwiſe what doe we, bur ſer the morall Law and 
| the Goſpel at ctvill war togerher : and who then 1hall be ab'e to 
ſerve thoſe two maſters ? | 
-— Now whether Idolatry or adultery be the greateſt yiolation of 
mariage, it any demand, let him thus conſuler, that among Chi1- 
{tan Writers touching mattimony, there bethree chief ends ther- 
of agrced on ; Godly ſociety, next civill, and thirdly,that ot the ma- 
ri18c- 
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Reſlar'd to the good of beth Sexes, t7 
rjape-bed. Of theſe the firſt inname to be the higheſt 2nd moſl cx- 
Ccllent, no baptiz'd man can deny;ncr that Idolatry ſmites diretly 
a9a1nſt this prime c1:d, nor that {uch as the violated end is , ſuch 1s 
the violaticn:bur he who :ffirms adultery to be the higheſt breach, 
affirms the bed ro be tþ:c higheſt of matiage, which 1s in truth 3 
 grofle and boriſh opinion, hew commen {ocver; as farre frem the 


countnance of Scripture, as frem the J;ght of all clean philoſophy, 


Or civill nature. And out of queſtion the cherſull help that may be 
In matiage toward ſary ot lite, ts the pureſt and forthe nobicſt 
end of that contract : but if the particular of cach peifc n be conli- 
det'd, then of thoſe three ends which God appoirted,that to him is 
oreateſt which 1s molt neceſiaty : and mariage 1s then moſt brok't 
to him, when he utterly wants the {ruiticn ot that which he moſt 


ſought therin, whether irwere religious, c:yill, or corporali ſocie- | 


ty. Otwhich wants to do tim right by divorce only tor the laſt 
and meancit,is a petycrs injuty, and the pretended ri afon ot it as 
frigid as frigidity it {e}f, which the (ode and canon ate only ſer ſible 
_ of. Thus much of this contreyerſie. I now return to the tornicr 
argument. And having ſhewn, thar diſproportion, contrariety, or 
numneſle of minde way jultly be divorc t,by provi "S alrcady that 
the prohibition therof oppoſes the expreſle end of Gods inltitution, 
ſuffers nor mariage to ſatisfic that niellectuall and innocent deflre 
which God himſelf kind!d in man to bc the bond of wedlock, bur 
only to remedy a ſublunary and beſttal burning, which frugal dicc 
without mariage would cafli.y chaſt*1. Next that ic drives many ro 
rranſgrefle the conjugall bed, while the ſoul wanders atitcr that ſa- 
tisfaftion which it had hope ro find at home, bur hath mis*., Or els 
it ſirs repining cvento Atheiſm z finding it {elit hardly deait with, 
but mitdecming the cauſe to be in Gods Law,which is in mansun- 
righteous Ignorance. | have ſhew'dalſo how tt unties the t1ward 
knor of mariage, which is peace 8c love( it that can be unt1d which 
was nevcr knit) whvie it aimcs to keep talt the outward formainie ; 
how ir lers periſh the Chrittian man,tocompell impollibly the ma- 


ried man. 


7 The fixt place declates this prohidition to be as reſpe&les of 


| human nature, and therfore 1s not of God, He teaches that an 

- unlawfull mariage may be lawtully divorc't. And char thuſe who 
having throvghiy diſccrn'd each others diſpoſition wiuch ofttimes 
cannot be till after matrimony, _ then finde a I. relu- 
| | Ai.CC 
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Etancc and recoile ofnature on cither fide blaſting all the content of 
their mutual] ſociety, that ſuch perſons arenor lawfully maricd (to 
alc the Apoſtles words ) Say / theſe things as a man, or ſaith net the 
Law alſo the ſame ? for ut 15 writt's, Dcut. 22, Thom ſhalt not ſowe thy 
vineyard with divers ſeeds, leſt thou d:file both, Thou ſhalt not plow with 
an Ox: and an Aſſe together, and the like. I folloy the pattern of S. 
Pagxls reaſoning; Doth God care for A ſ es and Oxen,how ill they YOEC 

together, or 15 1s not ſaid altogether for our fakes ? for our ſakes no donbi 
th £wriurn, Yea the Apoſltic himſeif in the forecited 2 Cor.6, 14. 
alludes trom that vlace of Dex:. to forbid miſ-yoking mariage ; as 
by the Greek word is evident,thongh he inſtance but in one exam- 
picof miſ-matching wich an Iofidell : yer nexcto that, what can bc 
4 {ouler inconorm:y,a greater violence to the reverend ſ(ecret of na- 
turc, then to force a mixture of minds that cannot unite, & to ſou'e 


the furrow of mans nativity with ſeed of two incoherent and un- 


combining diſpoſitions. Sutely if any noyſomnes of body ſoon dc - 
itroys the [ympathy of mind tochat work,much more will the an- 
tipathy of minde 1nfule 1t (elf into all the faculties and acts of thc 
body, torender them invalid, unkindly , and even unholy again(t 
:he tundamentall law book of nature ; which 1o/esnever thwarts, 
DU reVerences : thertore he commands us to force nothing againſt 
iympathy or naturall order, no not upon the molt abjeE creatures 
to ſhew that {uch an indignity cannot be offet'd to man without an 
:Mpious crime. And when he forbids all unmatchable and unmin- 
[10g natures to conforc, doubtles by all due conſequence, it they 
chance through miſadyenture to be miſcoupld, he bids them patr 
aſunder, as perſons whom God never joyn'd. 

Scventhly, The Canon Law and Diyines conſent, that if cither 
party be found contriving againſt the others life, they may be ſc- 
verd by divorce; fora fin againſt the lite of mariage is greaicr then 


a finagaiaſt the bed: the one deſtroys, the other bur defies : The 


ſame may be ſaid touching thoſe perſons who beeing of a penſive 
nacure and cours of life, have ſumm'd up all their ſolace in that free 


and lightſom converiation which God & man intends in mariage : 


wherot when they fee thenaſelves depriv'y by meeting an unſocia- 
ble conſort, they ofttumes reſent one anothers miftake ſo deeply , 
ibat long it 1s notere grief end one of thera. Whcn therfore this 
Jange: is toreſcen thar the life is 1n peril! by living together, what 


Tus 
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This is certamthar the prefervartion of lite is more worth then rhe 
compulſory keeping of mariage; and it is no [cfle then crucky to 
forced manto remain inthat ſtate as rhe ſolace of his life, which he 
and his triends know will be either the undoing or the diſheattning 


of his life. And whar 15s fe without the vigor and ſpirittull exerciſe _ 


of life ? how can it be uſetn]] cither ro private or pubitck empioy- 
ment > ſhall it be rherfore quite dejefted, though never ſo valuable, 
and | fr ro moulder away in heavines for the ſuperſtitious and im- 
poſſible performance of an ll drivin bargain >» nothing more invio- 
Jable chen vows made to God, yet we read in Numbers that if a wite 
had made ſuch a vow, the meer will and authority of her husband 


might break it; how much more may he break the error of his own. 


bonds with an unfit and miſtak'n wife,to the ſaving of his welfare, 
his life , yea his faith and vertue from the hazard of over-ſtrong 


temptations; for it man be Lord of the Sabbath, to the curing of a- 


Fevor, can he be leſle then Lord of mariage in ſuch important cau- 
ſes as thele ? L 

Eighth!y, It is moſt ſure that ſome evn of thoſe who are not 
plainly detective in body, arc yet deſtitute of all other mariagable 
oifts ; and conſequently have not the calling to marry ; unleſfte no- 
thing be requiſite therto but a meer inſtrumental] body ; which to 
athrm, is to that unanimous Coynant a reproach : yer it 15 as ſure 
that many ſuch not of their own defire,but by per{waſio of friends, 
or not knowing them(cives do often enter into wedlock ; where 
finding the difference at length berween rhe duties of a maricd lite, 
and the gifts of a ſingle lite; what unfitnes of mind, what weariſom- 
nes, what ſcruples and doubts to an incredible offence and diſplea- 
ſure arc like to tollow berween,may be (oon tmagin' : whom thus 
ro ſhut up and immure in an unequall and miſcho{en match, is not 
2 cours that chriſtian wiſdome and tendernes ought to uſe. As for 
the cuſtom that ſome parentsand guardians haye ot torcing mati- 
ages, it will be better to ſay nothing of ſuch a ſavage inhumanity, 
bur only this,that the Law which gives not all treedome of divorce 
29 any creature endu'd with reaſon fo aflaſinated , 15 next in cru- 
CLIC, E 
 Ninthly, I ſuppoſe it will be allow'd us that mariage is a human 


focietysand thar all human fociety mult proceed from the mind ra- . 


| ther then the body, els it would be bur a kind of animal or beaſtiſh 
mecting; if the mind therfore cannot haye that due company by 
D 2 mMariage. 
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mariage, that it may reaſonably and humanly deſire, that mariage 
can be no human ſociety, buta certain formalitic, or gilding oyer 


of little better thena brutiſh.congreſle, and ſo in very wiſdom3an4 
purenss t> be diſfolv'd. 


But mariage 15 mare then human, the counant of God, Pro. 2, 17: 
therfore man cannot diſlolye it. I anſwerz,it it be more then human 
{> much the more it argues the chiet ſociety therof to be in the ſoul 
rather then in the body, and the greateſt breach therof co be unfit- 
nes of mind 'ratherchendefeAaot body ; tor the body can have leſt 
athnity. ina covnant more then human, ſo.chat the reaſon of difſ9l- 
ving holds.goad the rather. Again, I anſwer, that the Sab'ath is a 
hioher inſtitution , a command: of the firſt Table , tor the breach 
wherof God hath far more and ofener teſtify'd-his. anger then for 
divorces,. whict-from Meſs till after the captivity he never took: 
diſpleaſure at, nor thea neither, if we mark the Texc,and yet as oft. 
a5 the good of man 1s cocern'd, he not only permits,bur.commands. 


to break'the Sabbath What covnant more contratted with God, 


& leffe in mans power then the vow which hith once paſt his lips > 
yet if it befoundraſh, if offenſive, if unftiugtullcicher ro Gods glo-* 
ry orthe good of man, our do2rin forces.nor error. and unwilling= 
nes irkfomly to keep it , but counſels wiſdom and better thoughts: 
boidly crobreak itz therfore to 1njoyn the indiſſalubic keepin? of a-. 


 mariage found unfit againſt th: good of, man bath ſoul:and body, 


as hath been evidenc't, is to make an 14ol.ot mariage, to advance ic: 
above the worſhipot G5dand the g50d of man, to make it a tranſ- 
cendeat coimmany, aboye both. the ſecond and.the fift Table, 
which is a maſt prodigtons dofrine. : 
Nexc, Wherasthey cttc our of th: Proverbs, that it ts the covnant - 
of God, and:rheriore morethzn human, that conſequence is mani- 
feltlyfalfe ; tor the covnant which Zearchjah made with the infi- 
deli King ot Bab-l 1s.cali'd rhe counant of God, Exech. x 7. 19,, which 
wou'd be (trange to- hear counted mare then a hum in covnante 
So cvery covnant between man and man,. baund by oath, may be 
call'd the covnanc of Gad,becauſc G.)itherin is atteſted. Soof ma- 
riage he 15the author and che wirnes; yct hence wili nat follow any 
divine aſtriction mare then what is {u2'rdiunate to the glory of G2d 
and the main govd of eithcr party ; tor as ch- glory of God & their 
eſteemed fiin's 0.1E tor the other, wa+ the m-5tive which led them 


them. 
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them together : So when it ſhall be formd by their apparent unkic- 
_ Nees, thartheir continuing to be man and wife is againſt the glory of 
God and therr muruall happines,it may aſſure them that God neyer 
joyn'dthem; who hath revel'd his gratious will not to ſer the ordi- 
' Aance above the mart for whom it was ordain'd : not to canonizec 
mariage cicher as a tyrannefle or agoddefle over the enfranchiz'd 
life and ſout-of man ;- for wherin can God delight, wherin be wor- 
Mpc, wherinbe glorify'd by the forcible continuing of an impro- 
p<r and ill-yoking couple; Ht that lov'd nort-to (ce the diſparity of 
feverall cattell at the piow, cannot be pleas'd with any vaſt unmeec- 
NEs 1N mariage, Where can be the peace anJd love which muſt in- 
vite Godto ſuch-a houſe , may it not be fear'd that the not divor- 
cing of ſuch a helplcs diſagreement, will be the divorcing of God 
fhnaily from ſuch a place? Bur it 1s atriall of eur patience they ſay : 
Fgrant it : but which of 726- atfliftions were fent him with thac 
law, 'that he might not uſe means to remove any of them if he 
could. And what if it ſubyert our paticnce and our faith too?Who 
{hall anſwer for the periſhing of all choſe ſouls periſhing by ſtub- 
doen expoſicions of particular and inferior precepts, againlt the ge- 
acral and ſupreme rule of charitie > Theydare not atficm that mari- 
age is cicher a Sacrament, or a myſtery, though all thoſe ſacred 
things give place to man, and yetthey inveſt it with: ſuch an awtyll 
fanCiry, and give it ſuch adamantine chains to bind with, as if ic 
were to be worlhbipt like ſome [n45an deity, when it can conterreno 
b:eſſing upon us, but works more and more to our miſery. To {uct 
teachers the ſaying of S*. Perer at the Councell of Fernſalem will do 
well to beappiy'd : #1 tempt ye God ro put a yoke wpon thi necks of 
Chriſtian men, whickneither the 7-w-,Gods ancientpeople, nor we 
&re able to bear: and norhingbutumwary expounding hath bronght 
_ upon us: T6 theſe conſiderations this alfo-may beadded as no im- 

probable conjecture; ſecing that ſort of men who toitowe Hrabep- 


1:/m, Fameli/m, Antinomianiſm, and other fana:s:k dreams; be ſucty 


moſt commonly as are by nature addited ro a zeal of Religion,of 
life alſonor debauſht, and thar their options having tu (winge, 


do end in ſatisfaRion of the fleſh» it may come with reaſon 1no the 
thoughts of a wife man, whether ali this procec&not- partiy, it not 


cheefly, fromthe reſtraint of ſome jawtuil tverty,” waich ought ro 


be givin men 
Ws badics» where natures current hath becn ftept, that the (ut- 
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focation and upward forcing of ſome lower part , affeAs the head 
and inward (coſe with dotage and idle fancies. And on the other 
hand, whether thereſt of vulgar men not ſo rcligioully profeſſing, 
doe not 2ive themſelves much the more to wherdom and adulce- 
rics ; loving the cortupt and venial diſcipline of clergy Courts , but 
hating to hear of perfect reformation : when as they forelee that 
then fornication ſhall be aufſterely ceoſur'd . adultery puniſhr, and 
martage thc appointed tretuge of nature, though 1t hap to benevrr 
{9 incongruous & diſplealing, muſt yet of force be worn our, when 
i can be to no other put pole but of trite and harred,a thing odious 
:0 God. This may be worth the ſtudy of skiltul men m Theology, & 
the rcaſon of things:and laſily ro examin whether ſome undue and 
11 grounded ([triftnes upon the blameles nature of man be not the 
-aute inthole places where already reformation 1s, that the diſci- 
pline of the Church (o often and ſo unavoidabiy brok*a, is brought 
no contz2mpt and derifion. Andit ic be thus, let thoſe who are ti]! 
bent to hold this obſtinare /:reraliry, fo prepare rhemſelves as to © 
fhare inthe account tor all theſe tranſgreſſions ; when it ſhall be de= 
manded at the laſt day by one who will ſcanne and fitt things with 
more then a literal wiſdom of cnquiry ; tor if theſe reaſons be duely 
ponder'd, and that the Goſpel is more jealous of laying cn exceſſive 
burdens then ever the Law was leſt the ſoul of a Chriitian which is 


 inc{timable,ſhould be oyer- tempted and caſt away, conſidering al- 
 {o that many properties ot nature, which the power of regeneration 


it eif never alters, may cauſe diſlike of conyerfing cven between 
the moſt ſanCtity'd, which continually grating 1n harſh tune toge- 
ther may breed tome jarre and diſcord, and that end in rancor and 
ſtrife, athivg ſo oppolite both to mariage and to Chriſtianitie, ir 
would perhaps be letle ſcandal co divorce a natural diſparity, then 
to link violently together an unchrittian difſention , committing - 
two cnſnarcd ſouls inevitably to kindle one another , not with the 
hrc of love, but with a hatred inconcileable,who were they dilſeverd 
would be ({traight friends in any other reiation. But if an a/phaberical 
{ervility mult, be {ti]} urg*d, it may fo fall out, that the true Church 
may unwittingly uſe as much cruelty in forbidding to divorce, as 
the Church of Antichriſt doth wiltully in forbidding to marry. 
Bur what are all rheſe reaſonings worth, will ſome reply,vehen as 
the words of Chriſt are plainly againſt all divorce, except in calc of 
f{Oornication; let ſuch remember as a thing not to be deny'd, _ all . 
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places of Scripture wherin juſt reaſon of doubr ariſes from the lct- 
tcr, are to be expounded by conſidering upon what occaſion every 
thing is ſet down: and by comparing other Texts. T he occaſ10n 
which induc'c our Saviour to ſpeak of divorce, was cither to con- 
vince the extravagance of the Phariſes inthat point, or to give a 
ſharp and vehement anſwer to a tempting queſtion. And in ſuch 
caſes that we are not to repole all upon theliterall terms of ſo many 
words, many inſtances will teach us : Wherin we may plainly di- 
cover how Chriſt meantnot to be tak*n word for word, bur like a 
wile Phyſician, adminiſtring one exceſle againſt another to reduce 
ustoa perte&t mean : Where the Phariſes were ſtrift, there Chritt 
ſeems remiſle ; where they were too remiſle, he ſaw it necdfu!l ru 
fecm molt ſevere : in one piace he cenlures anunchaſt look to be a- 
dulcery already committed : another time he pafdes over aCtuall a- 
dultery with lefle reproof then for an unchaſt look ; not ſo heavily 
condemning ſecret weaknes, as open malice : So heer he may be 
juitiy thought to have giv'nthisrigid ſenrence againſt divorce, not 
to cur off all remedy from a good man who tinds himſelf coſuming 
away in adiſconſolate and uninjoy'd matrimony,bur to lay a brid.e 
upon the bold abuſes of thoſe over-weening Rabbies ; which he 
cou.d not morcefteCtually doe, then by a counter{ſway of reſtraint, 
curbing their wild exorbitance almolt into the other extreme; as 
when we bow things the contrary way,to make them come to thir 
naturall ſtraitnes. And that this was the only intention of Chriſt 
1s moſt evident;it we attend but to his own words and proteltation 
made in the ſame Sermon not many vetſcs betore he treats of d1- 
yorcing>, that he came notto abrogate from the Law oc jot or titre, 
and denounces againſt chem thart ſhall ſo teach. So rhat the queſti- 
on of divorce following upon this his open protetlion , mult ncc.s 
confirm us, that whar eyer els in the politicall Law of more (pcciall 
relation to the Fes, might ceaſe to us z yet that of thoſe precepts 
concerning civorce, not one of them was repeard by the doetrine 
of Chriſt; for if theſe our Saviours words inveigh again{t all di- 
Vorces and condemn it as adultery, except it be tor adulcery, and be 
nor cather u;zderſtood againſt the abuſe of thoſe diyorces permitted 
inthe Law, then is that Law of Hoſes, Drur. 24, 1. not only re- 
orary & wholly anulid againſt che promiſe of Chritt & his known 
7aghon,norto racadic 1 matters judicalzbut that which is more 
_— *7.2838%, the very ſubſtance and purpoſe oi that Lay 1s mae 
an 
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and convinc't both of injuſtice & impurity,as having authoriz'd & 
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maintain'd legall adultery by ſtatute. o/cs alfocarmot {cape to be 
ouilcy of uncquall and unwilc decrees , puniſhing ene a: ot ſecret 
adu'tery by death, and permitting a whole lite of open adultery by 
Law. And albeit Lawyers write that ſome politicall-EdiQs,though 
not approv'd, are.yet allow'd to the ſcum of the peopleand the ne- 
ccſlitic of the times ; theſe excuſes have but a weak pulſe: tor: firſt 
wc read, ro: that the ſcoundrel people, but the choiſeſt the wiſcſt, 
the holicſt of thatnation have frequently us'd theſe laws, or ſuch as 


theſe. Secondly, Be ir yecided that in matters not very bad or im- 


pure, a human law-giver may flacken fomching of that which is 
exaCtly good, to the diſpolition of the peopic and the times : but it 
the pertcct, the pure, the righteous law of God, tor ſo are all his 


ſtatutes and his judgements, be tound tot have allow'd ſmoothly 


wihout any csriain reprehenſion, that which Chriſt afterward de- 
clares to be adultery, how can wee tree this Law trom the horrible 
cndightmert of beeing both impure, unjuſt, and tallacious: Neithcr 
w1il it ſerv to ſay this was permitted for the hardnes of thir hearts, 
10 that (nſec, as it 15 uſually cxplain'd, for the'Law were then but a 
cortupt and crroneous Schoo]-maſter, teaching us to dafh againit a 


vital maxim of relig10n,by dooing foul evil in hope of ſotie uncer= 


tain good. Wee cannot thertore with ſatiety thus corfice the'trec 


{implicity of our Saviours mearing to that which mectly amounts 


trom ſo many letters;whenas itcan conflitt neither with his tormer, 
and cautionaty words, nor with the {cope of charny, commar:ding 
by his exprefle commuſſionan a higherſtrain. Bur all rather of ne- 
ceſlity mult be underitood as only againſt the abuſe of that wiſe and 
ingcnuous liberty. which A20/es gave; aid to territy a roaving con- 
{cience frum {tnning under that pretext. 

Others think roevadethe matter , by not granting any Law of 
divorce, but only a diſpenſation ; which is contraty to the words 
of Chriſt, who humſclt callsita Law 41ark 10.5. Bur-lanſwet, ad- 
mitting it to be a di{penſation, yer this is a certam ruic,that ſo long 
as the cauſe remains, ihe d ſpeniation ought ::Let it be ſhewn ther- 
tore cither inthe nature of the Goſpel, or ot man, why this di{pen- 
ſation ſhould be made voud. T he Gotpel indeed exhorrs to higheſt 

ricion z bur bears with weakeſt whrmity more then the Law. 
henatureof man 1s as weak, and yet as hard : and that weakves 
and hardnes as unfir, and as untcachable to be harſhly dealt with as 


. cVch 
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ever. I but, ſay they; there 1s a greater portion of ſpifir powr?'d upon 
the Goſpel which requires perteCtet obedience.Bur that coſcquence * 
isdeceavable; for it is the Law that is the exacter of our obedience 
evinunder the Goſpel z how can it then exact concerning divorce, * 
that which it neyer exattcd before ? T he'Gofpel is a covnant reve- 
!1ns grace, not commanding a new morality, but aſluting juſtifica- 
tion by faith only, contented it we endeavour to ſquarcour moral ' 
duty by thoſe wife and equal Moſaick rales, which were as perfe&t '_ 
as ſtrict and as unpardonable to the fcws,as to us;otherwile the law 
were unjuſt, givins grace of pardon without the Goſpel,or if it give: 
_ allowance withour pardon,it would be diflolute and deceitfull;ſay- 
ins m gencral, do this and live; and yg deceaving and damning with 
_ obſcure and hollow permiſſions.. Wee findalſo by experience that 
the Spiric of God in the Goſpel hath been alwates'more effeual in 
the 11|umination of our a1inds to the g1ft of faith , then in the mo- 
vins of our wills to any excellence of vertue, cither above the 
Zews ox the Heathen. Hence thofe indulgences in the Goſpe] ; 
eAll cannot receiye this ſaying z3 Every man hath his proper gift . 
with ſtri&t charges not to lay on yokes which our Fathers could 
RS. -: i -: | 

.,;Buc this that 1/oſes ſuffer'd for the hardnes of thir hearts he (uf- 
fer'd not by that enacted diſpenſation, farre be it, but by a meer ac-_ 
cidental ſufferance of undiſcoyer'd hypocritgs, who made 11] uſe of 
that aw ; for that God ſhould cnaGt a diſpenſation for hard hearts 
todo hat wherby they muſt live in priviledg*d adultery, howeyer 
it 8o for the receav'd opinion, I ſhall ever diſlwade my elf from ſo 
much hardihoodas to beleceve : Certainly this 1snot the manner of 
God, whoſe pure eyes cannot behold, much leffe his' pertet Laws 
diſpence with ſuch impurity ; andit we conſider well, we thall finde 
that all diſpenſations are eirher to avoid wors INCONVENIences,9r to 
ſapport 1wfirm conſciences for a time; bur that a diſpenſatio ſhould 
be aslons liv'd as a Law to tolerate adultery for hardnes of heart, 
 both-ſins perhaps of like degree,and yet this obdurate diſeaſe cannor 


be.conceay'd 1jOW, Jt 'G the more amendcd by this unclean remedy, 
i$'4 notion of that-extravagance from the {age principles of piety, 
tharc who conſiders throughiy, cannor: but admire, how this hath 
been digeſted all this whi.c. What may we-doc then to ſalve this 
{ceming inconſiſtence 2 I mult nor aiflemble thatT am confident it 
:an be don no other way then EMS. as: 
 : | - | - tAMofes 
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MG ,D-4',24 1. 2t10lhragrave 214 prodent Law, full of 
moral equity full of da: conſt I-ratioirco yards natuce, that cannot 
be reſfited; a Lav conſentin: with the Luy; of wiſelt men anJ ci- 
vile(t natzons. That wh? 1a min firith maried a wite, if itcon: ts 
paſſe he cann2t love her by reaſ21 of ſome diſpleaſing narural qua- 


 liry orun1ficnes in her; let hi;n wrice h=r a bill of divorce. Tn2 incent 


of which Lay undouvtediy was this,that if any g290d and peaceable 


man ſhould diſcover ſome helples diſagree nent or di{like either of 


ming or body, wherby he coal 1nort cherfully perform che duty of a 
husband with >uc che perp2tual diſſ-mbling of off:nce and diſtur- 
bance co his ſpirit,racher chen to live uacomfortably an1 unhappily 
both ro.himſ(elf and to h's wife, rather then to continue undertak- 
ing a duty wich he could not Poſſibly diſcharge, he might dif-nuffe 
her whom.he could not tolerably, an1ſonot conſcionadly retain. 
AnJchis Law the Spirit of God by the mouth of Salomos, Pro. 30. 
21, 23: teſtifies-to be a good and aneceſſary Law ; by granins it; 
that to 4w-il with a bated womsi(for hed the hebrew word fignihies). 
is a thing that nature cannot endure, What follows then but that Law 
muſt remedy what nature cannot undergoe. Now that many licen- 
tous and hard: hearted men took hold of this Law ro cloak thir bad 
purpoles, isnothing ſtrange to beleeve. And theſe were they, not 
tor whom /Z»/cs maiec the Law, God forbid, but whoſe hardnes of 


 hearc raking ill advantage by this Law he held it better to ſuffer as 


by accident» where it could not be detected, rather then good men 


 ſhoud loofe their juſt and lawtu'l privilege of remedy : Chriſt 


trhertore having toantwertheſe tempringPhariſes,accordins as his 
cuſtom was, not meaning ro inform their proud' ignorance what 
Moſes d1din the true 1tenrt of the Law, which they had ill cited; 
ſuppreiling the true cauſe for which /49/esgave it, and extending it 
to every {11ght matter, telis them thir own, what. 42/es was torc*t 
ro {uffcr vy their abaſc of his Law. Which is yer more plain if wee 
mark that our Saviour 1nthe fitch of Hearth, cites not the Law of 


Moſes.but the Phariſaical tradition talſly grounded uponthat law. 


And in thoſe other places, (hap. 19, & Mark, 10. the Phariſes cite 
the Law but conceale the wiſe and human reaſon there expreſt ; 


- which our Saviour corrects nor in them whoſe pride deſerv/d not 


his inſtruction, oniy-returns them what is proper to them; Moſes 
for the haranes of your hearts [ufferd Jor, that is, ſuch as you to pur 4- 
WAY JOAr WIUeS ; ANd 70 you he wroge this precept for. that cauſe, which 


( es 
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{ 79 you ) muſt be read with an impreſſion, andinderſtood limitedly 
of {uch as cover'd ill purpoſes under that Law ;for it was ſeaſeinabic 
that they ſhould hear their own unbounded licence rebuk'r, but not 
{ſcaſonable for them to hear a good mans requiſit liberty cxplautrd, 
And to amaze them the more, becauſe the Phariſes thought ic no 
hard matter to fulfi!] the Law, he draws themup to that unſcpara» 
ble inſtitution which God ordaind mn the beginning bctore the fall 
when manand woman were both pertc&, and could have nocauſe 
to {eparate : juſt as in the ſame Chap. he ſtands not to contend with 
the arrogant young man who boaſted his obſervance of the whole 
Law, whether he had indeed kept 1t or not, but {Krucs him up high- 
er, to a task of that perteEtion, which no man is bound to inutare. 
And in like manner that pactern of the firſt inſtirution he.{ct before 
the opinionative Phariſcs to dazle them and not tc bind us. For this 
15a (ol1d rule chat every command giv'n with a reaſon, binds our 
obedierceno o:herwilc then that rtcaſon holds. Oi this ſort was 
that command 1n Eaez ; T herfore ſhall a man cleave to his wife andthe , 
ſhall be one fleſh : which we ſee 1sno abſolute command, bur with an 
inference, Therfore : the reafon then muſt be firſt corlider'd, that 
our obedience be not miſ- obedicnce. The firit is,tor it is not ſingle, 
becauſe the wite is to the husband fleſp of bu fleſh, as inthe verſe go- 
Ing before, But this reaſon cannor be ſufficient of ir felt ; tor why 
chen ſhould he for his wife leave his facher and mother, with whom 
he is farre more fleſp of fleſh and bone of bone,as being made of their fut- 
ſtance. And beſides it can be but a ſorry and ignobie (ociery ot lite, 
whoſcunſeparable injunction depends meeriy upon fl: ſh 8 bones. 
Thertore we muſt look h1gher,ſfince Chriſt hym(ſ(clt 1cca.l> us to the 
beginning, and-we ſhall finde thatthe primitive reaſon ot never d1- 
votcing, was that ſacred and not vain promiſe of God ro remedy 
mans ionclines by making him a help meer for him thoughnor nw in 
pertcCion, as at firſt, yer ſtill in propurtionas things now are And 
thus is repeated ver, 20. when all other creatures wete fitly aflocia- 
rd & brought to Adam.as it the divine power had bin #: (ome cate. 
and dcep thought, becauſe there was not yer f nnd a help mect for mein, 
Andcan wee ſo ſlightly deprefle the all- wite purpole ot a dulibera- 
ting God, as if his conſultat.o had produc”. no orher good ior man, 
bur ro joyn him with an accidentall companion. of propagation. 
which hs ſudden word had altcady made 10r cvcry beaſt ? nay a 


faric icfſc good ro man 1t will be _ if ſhe mult ar all MO 
: 
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be faſtcn'd upon him indiviqually. And thereforecven plain ſenſe 
and cquity, and, which 1s above them Both, the all-interpteting 
voice of Charity her felt cries loud that this primitive reaſon , this 
conſulted promile of God ro make a mect help, is the onely cauſc that 
gives authority to this command of not divotcing, to be a com- 
mand. And 1t might be futther added, that ifthe true definition of 
a wite were aski 1n_ goo earneſt , this clauſe of beeing a met help 
would ſhew it felt ſoneceſſary, and ſoefiential in that demonſtra- 
rive argument, that it might be logically concluded, therfore ſhee 
who naturally & perpetually 15nv meet help,can be no wife; whick 
clecriy takes away the atthcuity of diſmifling ſuch aone. Hence is 
maniteſt, that fo mach of the firſt inſtitution as our Saviour menti- 
ons, tor he mentions oot all, was but to quell and put tro nonplus the 
mJ tempting Pharites; and to lay open their 1pnorance and ſhallow un- 
-- _  derſtanding of the Scriptures, For, faith he, have ye nor read that he 
=: which mad: tem at the beginninsg, made them male and female, and ſaid, 
i] | for ths cauſe ſhall a min cleave to his wife * which theſe blind uſurpers. 
of Moſes chair could nor gainſay : as if this ſingle reſpe&t of male 
and female were {uthcient againſt athouſand inconveniences and 


RH _ miſchiets to ciogge a rational creature to his endles ſoirow unrelin- 
1Þ þ __ quiſhably. Whaty they bad thus an{wer'd, Maſter it thou intend to: 
6d. make wedlock as inſeparab.c as it was from the beginmns, ler it be 
2M made 2:10 a ht [octetys as God intended it. which wee ſhall ſoon un- 
12 | 4 der!tand irought to be, uf thou cclie the woe rcaſon of thc Law. 
Ip doudrles our Sayicur had applauded their juſt anfwer. For then 


they had cxpounged this command of Paradite,cven as Moſes him<- 
{cif expoeniuds it by his laws of divurce, that 1s, with due and wilere- 
33 gard had to the premiſes and realo::s of the firit command,accord- 
[4873 ———  angto which, without uncican and temporizing permiſſions he in- 
Þ 14 {iructs us 11 this unpertcct tate what wee may lawfully doe abour 

divorce. 1 
Bur if ic be thought rhat the Diſciples offended ar the rigor of 
Chriſts an{wer; cou d yet obtainno mitication of the former ſen- 
tence pronounce toriue Pliatites, it may be tully anſwer*'d , that our 
_ Saviour conrinucs the ſame reply to his Diſcipies, as men leaven'd 
with the fame cultonary liceuce, which the Pharile: maintan'd; 
and difpicasd at the removing of a trauutional avuſe wherto r: ey 
ha ſo :ong not tu :willingy bin us'd:1t was no tune then to corrend © 
with then How and prejudicial belict,in athing wherin anordinary 
| | InNca- 
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meaſure of hghr in Scripture,with ſome attention might afterwards 
inform them well anough. After theſe conſiderations to take a law 
our of Paradiſe giv'n in time of original perteftion , and to take it 
barely. withour thoſe juft and equal inferences and reaſons which 
. mainly eſtabliſh ir, nor ſo much as admitting thoſe needfuil & (ate 
allowances wherwith 27es himfelt interprets it cothe faln con- 
dition of mn, argues nothing in us but raſhnes and contempr of 
thoſe means that God left us in his pure and chaſt Law, without 
waich it will not be poſſible for us ro perform the ſtri&t impoſition 


of this command : or it we ſtrive beyond our ſtrength, wee ſhall 
ſtrive to obay ic otherwiſe then God commands it. And lamented © 


experience daily teaches the bitter and vain fruits of this our pre- 
{umption, forcins men in a thing wherin wee are not able tg 
judge ether of their ſtrength, or their ſufferance. Whom ne1- 
ther one vice nor other by naturall addiction, bur only mariage 
wins, which doudtles is not the fault of that ordinance, for God 
gave 1t as a bleſſing, nor always of mans miſ-chooſins ; 1t beeing an 
error above wiſdom toprevent, as examples of wiſelt men ſo mi- 
taken manifeſt: it is the fault therfore of a pervers opinion that will 
have it continu'd in deſpight of nature and reaſon, when indeed 1t 
was never truly joynd. All thoſe expotiters upon the fitth ot ar. 
confeſle the Law of 2Mo/cs to be the Law of the Lord , wherin no 
addirion or diminution hath place, yetcoming to the point of di- 
vorce, as it they fear'd nor to be cal''d left inthe kingdom of heay'n, 


any ſlight evaſion will content them to reconcile rhoſe contradt- 
Hons which they make berween Chriſt and oſes,between Chriſt. 


_ and Chrift. 4 — 
Some will have it no Law, but the granted prenuſes of another 


Law following,contrary to the words of Chrift ark 16.5, andall | 


other tranſlations of graveſt authority, who render it 11 form ol a 
Law ; agrecable tro 41arh, 2,16, as it 1s molt anciently and mo=- 


dernly cxpounded. Beſides the bill of: divorce declares 1t to be ors 
11. And what avails this to make the matter more righ- + 


irion ſhall be mention”. 1 to butiid a. 


derly & leg 
tous, it ſuch an adulterous con 
Law upon without either puniſhment or fo much as torbidding, 


they pretend it is impiicitly reprov'd in theſe words, Dent. 24 4. af- 


ter ſhe  defiÞd, buc who [ces not that this defiiement 1S only in Ic= | 


ſpe& of returning to her tormer husband atrer an vitermixe m 3tt- 
aye; els why was not the 4cf/vg condiuen Art torbidden, which 
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would have ſav'd the labour of this after law ;nor is1t (cemly or pi- - 
ouſly attributed to the juſtice of God and his known hatred of fin, 
that ſuch a hainous fault as this through all che Law ſhould be only 
wip*c with an implicit and oblique touch ( which yer is falfly ſup- 
poyd) & that his peculiar people ſhould bc let wallow in adulcerous 
mariagcs almoſt two thouſand yeares for want ot a direct Law to 
prohibit them ; tis rather to be confidently aſſum'd that this was 
oranted to apparent.neceſlitics, as being of unqueſtionable right and 
reaſon in the Law of naturezin that it ſill paſſes without 1nhibition, 
ey'n when greateſt cauſe is givin us to expect it ſhould be diretly 
forbidd'n. Bur it was not approv'd , ſo much the wors that it was 


allow'd, as if ſin had over maſterd the law of God, to conform her 


ſteddy and ſtrait rule to fins crookednes, which 1s 1impoſſiole. Be- 
fides, what nceded a poſitive grant of that which was not approy'd? 
it reſtrain*d no liberty to him that could bur uſe a little fraud,it had 
bin bercer ſilenc't, unleſſe it were approv'd in ſome caſe or other, 
Can wee conceave withour vile thoughts, that the majelty and ho. 
lincs of God could endure ſo many ages to gratific a {ſtubborn peo- 
ple in the praQice ofa foul polluting tn, and coud he expe they 
ſhould abſtain, he not ſignifying his mind 1n a plain command, ac 
ſuch time cſpecially when he was framing cheir I1ws and them to 
all poſſible perte&ion 2 But they were to look back to the firit w1ſti= 
tution,nay rather why was not that individual inſtitution brought 
out of Paradiſe, as was that of the Sabbath, and repeated in the bg- 
dy of the Law, that men might have underſtood it to be a com- 
mand 2 for that any ſentence that bears the reſemvlance ot a pre- 
cept, ſct there {ſo out of place in anorher world ar ſuch a diſtance 
from the whole Law. and not once mention'd there , thouid be an 
obliging command to us,1s very diſputable,and pernaps it might be 
deny'd to be a command without turrher diſpute: however, ic come 
mands not abſolutely as hath bin'cleard, but only with reterence 
ro that precedent promiſe of God, which 1s the very ground of his 
inſtitution ; 1t that appeare not in-ſome tolerable (fort, how can wee 
affirm ſuch a matrimony to be the ſame which God inſtuted 1 In 


'{uch an accident it will beſt behove our ſo:5ctnes to to!low rather 


what moral $145 preſcribes cqual to our ſtrength, then tondly ro 

think within our ſtrength all thar loſt Parediſe relates. 
Another while it ſhall {utfkce cher, that it was nor a m ral but a 
judicial Lawzand ſo was abrogated. Nay rather was nut gig a1 
| caulc 
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Reftor d to the good of both Sexts: 31 
becauſe judicial 3 which Law the miniſtery of Chriſt came not to 
deale with, And who pur it in mans power toexcmpt,where Chriſt 
ſpeaks in general of not abrogating the caſt jor or tirtle, & in ſpecial 
not thar of divorce, becauſe it follows among thofe Laws which he 
promis'd cxpreſly not to abrogate, but to vindicate from abuſive 
traditions. And ifwe mark the 31: ver. of Mat.the 5. hethere cites 
_ notthe Law of Hoſes, butthe licencious Gloſſe which traduc'c the 
Law; thattherforc which he cited, that he abrogated, and not on- 
ly abrogated but diſallow'd and flatly condemn'd, which could nor 
be the Law of Moſes ; for that had bin foulciy to the rebuke of his 
ow ſervant. To abrogate a Law made with Gods allowance, had 

into tell us only that ſuch a Law was now to ceaſe, bur to refure it 
with an 1gnomtnious note of civilizing adaltery , caſts the reprooft, 
which was mcant only to the Phariſes,ey*n upo him who made the 
Law. Bur yer if that be judicial which beiongs to a civil Court, this 
Law is leile judiciai then nine of the ten Commandements; for an- 
rtiquaries affirm that divorces proceeded among the Fews without 
knowledge of the Magiſtrate, only with hands and (eales under the 
teſtimony of ſome Radbies to be then preſent. And it was indeed a 
pure moral economical Law, too haſtily impured of rolerating (in ; 
being rather ſo clear in nature and reaſon, that it was left to a mans 
own arbirement to be determin'd between God and his own con- 
ſcience. Andthat power which Chriſt never took from the maſter 
_ of famuly, but reQify'd only to a right and wary ule at home, that 
power the undiſcerning Canoniſt hath improperly uſurpr into his 
Court-lect, and beſcribbl'd with athoufand trifling impertinencics, 
which yet have fid the lite of man with ſerious trouble and calami- 
ty. Yet granc it were of old a judiciai Law, it need not be the leſle 
moral tor thar, being converſant, as it 1s, about vertue or vice. And 
our Saviour diſpntes not heer the juJicarure , tor that was not his 

- office, but the moraliry of divorce, whether it- be adultery or no; 
it thertore he rouch the law of ſes ar all, he touchcs the moral 
part therof ; which 1s abſurd to imagine t 1at the covnaar of grace 


ſhould reform the exact and pert-& iaw of works, eternal and im- 


mutable; or1t he touch not the Law art all then 1s not the aliow- 
ance therot diſfallow'd to us. 


Others are ſo ridiculous asto allege that this licence of divorcing 


was giv'n them becauſe they were fo accultom?*d 11 Egypr, As if an 


ul cuitom were to be kept to all poſterity ; tor the diſpenſation is 
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32 The Doctrine and Diſcipline of Divorce, 
both univerſal and of time unlimired;and fo indeedno diſpenſation 


at all ; for the over-dated di{pentation of a thing unlawful, ſerves 
for nothing but to encreaſe: hardnes of heart 5 and: makes men bur 
Wax more incotrigible, which were a great reproaca to be ſaid of 
any Law or allowance that God ſhould. give us. In theſe opinions 
it would be more Religion to adviſe weil, leit wee make our ſelyes 
juſter then God, by cenfſuring raſhly that tor ſin which his unſpot- 
cd Law without rebuke allows, and his people withour beins con- 
{cious of diſpleafing him have us'd. And 1t we can think fo'of /1o- 
{es , as thatthe Jewiſh obſtinacy could compell him ro write ſuch 
impure permiſſions againlt the rule of God & his own judgement, 
doubtles it was his part to have proteſted publickly whit {traits he 
was driv'n to,and tohaye declar'd his conſcience when he gave any 
1 aw againſt his minde; for the Law is the touch-ſtone of {in and of 
conſcience, mult not be intermixt with corrupt indulegences; for 
then it looſes the greateſt praiſe it has, of being certain and infalli- 
ble, not leading into error, as all the Fews were led by this conni- 
vence of 7o/es, if it were a conmyence. Þut ſtill chey fly back to the 
primitive inſtitution, and would have us re-enter Paradiſe againſt 
the ſword that guards it. Whom I again thus reply to, that the 
place in Gexeſis contains the deſcription ofa fit and perteQ mariage, 
with an interdict of ever diyorcing ſuch a unton ; but where-nature 
is diſcoyer'd to have never joyn'd indeed, but vehemently ſeeks to 
part, it cannot be there conceay'd that God forbids'it 3 nay hecom- 
mands it both inthe Law and in the Prophet Malachy, which is to 
be our rule. And Perkins upon this chap: of at. deals plainly that 
our Saviour heer contutesnot 2o/es Law, but the falſe gloſles that 


deprav'd the Law ; whichveing true, Perki»s muſt needs grant, that 


{omthing then 1s lctt to that law which Chriſt found no tault with; 
and what can that be but the conſcionable uſe of ſuch liberty as the 
plain words impore? Sothat by his own inference, Chriſt did not 
abſolutely 1nrend to reſtrain all divorces to the only cauſe of adul- 
ery. Th: therfore 18 thetrue {cope of our Saviours will, that he 
who looks upon the Law concerning divorce,ſhould look a!ſo back 
upon the firſt inſtiturion,that he may endeavour whar is perteCteſt: 
and he that looks upon the inſtitution ſhould nor refuſe as ſin)! 
and unlawſnil thoſe allowances which God affords him 1n his tol- 
lowing Law ; leſt he make himſelt purer then his maker ; and pre- 
frmins above Rrength,flip into temptations irrecoverably.Fot this 
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is wonderfull, that in all thoſe decrees concerning mariage, God 
ſhouid never once mention the prime inſtitution to diflwade them 
from dyorcins ; and that he ſhould forbid ſmaller ſins as oppoſite 
to the hardnes of their hearts, and letthis adulterous marter of di- 
vorce paſſe ever unreprov'd. This 1s alſo tobe matvell'd ar, thar 
ſceing Chriſt 41d not condemi whatever it was that Moſes ſuffcr'd, 
and thar therupon the Chriſtian Magiſtrate permits uſury and open 
ſtews, & heer with us adultery to be ſoſlightly puniſhe, which was 
puniſhe by death to theſe hard- hearted Fes, why wee ſhould {tram 
thus at the matter of divorce, which may ſtand ſomuch with cha- 
rity to permit, and make no (cruple toallow uſury,cſteem'dto be (o 
much againſt charity. But this 1t 1s to embroile our (elves againit 
the rizhtcous and all wiſe judgements and ſtatutes of God ; which 
 arenot variable and cor.trarious, as wee would make them , one 
while permitting and another while forbidding, but are molt con- 
ſtant and moſt harmonious each to other. For how can the uncor- 
rupt and majeſtick law of God , bearing in her hand the wages of 
life and death, harbour ſuch a repugnance within her (elf , as to re- 
quite an unexempted and impartial obedience to all her decrees, c1- 
ther from us or from our Mediator, and yet debaſc her ſelf ro faul- 
rer ſo many ages with circumcis'd aduiteries, by unclean and {lub- 


beting permiſſions. 


Yet &<z4*s opinion is that a politick law, but what politick law 1 
know not, unlefſe one of Matchiave''s, may regulate fin ; may bear 
indeed, | grant, with imperteCtion for a time,as thoſe Canons of the 
Apoſtles did in ceremonial things : butas for ſin , the cflcnce ot ir 
cannot.confiſt with rule; and if the law fallto regulate fin, and not 
to take it utterly away, 1t neccflarily confirms and eſtabliſhes fin. 
To make a regularity of fin by law, citker the law muſt ſtraiten fi 
into no fin, or fin muſt crook the law into no law. T he judicial law! 
can ſervetono other end then to be the proteQor and champion 
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of Religion and honeſt civility, as is ſer down plainly Rom..x;, and \ 8 
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1s but the atme of moral law. which can no more be ſeparate from 
Juſtice then Juſtice from vertue: cheir office alſo1n a difterent man- 
ncr [teares the ſame cours;the one teaches what 15 good by precepr, 
the other unteaches whar is bad by puniſhment. Burt if we give way 
to politick diſpenſations of lewd uncleannetle,the firft good conſe. 
quence of ſucha relaxe will be the juſtifying of papal ſtews, joyn'd 
with 2 toleration of epidemick a faſtice muſt reyolt from 
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the end ofher authority, and become the patron of that wherof ſhe 
was created the puniſher. The example of uſury, which 1s common- 
ly alleg*d makes againſt the allegation which it brings, as I ronch'd 
before. Belides thatuſury, ſo much as is permitted by the Magi- 
fratc. and demanded with common cquity, is neither againſt the 
word of God, nor the rule of charity, as hath been otren diſcus by 
men of eminent learning and judgement, There muft be therfore 
ſome other example found out ro ſhewus wherin civil poitcy may 
with warrant from God ſ{cttle wickednes by law,8 make that law- 
full which is lawicfſe. Alrthough I donbr not but upon deeper con- 
fideration, that which is true in Phyſick, will be tound as true in 
polity : that as of bad pulſes thoſe thar beat moſt in order,aremuch 
wors then thoſe that keep the moſt uoreinarte circun, foot popular 
vices thoſe that may be commutted legally,will be more pcrnicious 
then thoſe which are lett to their own cours at peril , not under a 
{tinted priviledee to {in orderly and regularly, which 1s an implicit. 
contradiction, but under due and tearles execution of puniſhment; 
The political law; ſince it cannot regulate vice isto reſtraine it, by 
uſing all means to root it out : but if it ſuffer the weed to grow up 
to any pleaſurable or contented higth upon what pretext {ocvyer, it 
faſtens rhe root, it prunes and drefles vice,as it it were a good plant. 

Laſtiy, 1t d1vorce were granted, as he ayes, not for men, but to re- - 
leaſc afflicted wives, certainly 1t 1s not only a diſpenſation, but a 
molt merciful Law : ang why it ſhould not yet be 1n force, beeing 
wholly-aCnecdtuil, I know nor what can be in cauſe but ſenſlefle 

cruelty. Eſteeming thertorc to have aſſerted thus an injur'd law of 


Moſes from the unwarranted and guilty name of a diſpenſation, 


to be again a molt cquall and requitite laws wee have the word of 
Chriſt himſclt, ihat he came nor to alter the leaſt rutie of it ; and 
fenifics no {mall diſpleaſure againſt him that ſhall teach to doe ſo. 
On which relying, | ſhail not much waver to aftirm that thoſe 
wards which are made to intimate, as 1t they torbad ail diyorce bur 
for aduitety (though ojes have contiitured otherwie ) thoſe 
words tak? cncnumicriprly,without regaid to any precedent law of 
AHMojes cr atreliation of C hriſthimieit, or withour care to preſerye 
thoſe his luntamental and ſuperior laws of nature and chariie, to 
whichall echer ordinances give up their feals, ate as much agarmft 


plaiti.cquitys and the mercy of rejigion, as thoſe words of Take,car, 
:hzs 15 y body, clementally underſtoed,arc agauftnatute and (cue, 


And 
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And ſurely the reftoring of this degraded law. hath well recom- 
penc'c the diligence was us'd; by eniightning us further to finde cur 
wherfore Chriſt cook off the Phariſes from alleging the law , and 
referrd them to the firſt inſtitution, not condemning7 altering, or 
aboliſhing this precepr of divorce, which is plainly moral , for that 
wcre againit his cruth, his promiſe, and his propherick office ; but 
knowing how fallaciouſly they had'cited, and concea!'d the particu- 
lar and natural reaſon of the law, that they might juſtthe any tro- 
ward reaſon of their own, he lets goe that, ſophiſtry uncoovinc't, 
for that had bin to teachthem els; which his purpoſe was.not. And 
{ince they had takn a liberty whnch the Jaw gave not, he amuſes 
& repclls their tempring pride with a pertetidn of paradiſe, which 
the law requir'd not ; not theiby rooblige our pertormance to that 
wherto the law never enjoyn'd the fain eſtate ot man;for it che farſt 
10ſtitution muſt make wedlock, whatever happen, in{eparable to 
us,1t mult make 1t alſoas perte&t, asmeetly helptulLarid as comtor- 
table as Gd promiy'd it ſhould be, at leaſt in ſome degree, other- 
wiſc it is notequa] or proportionadble to the ftrength of man,that he 
ſhould be reduc't into ſuch 1ndiffoluble bonds to his aſſured miſery, 
it all the other conditions of that covnant be manitcſtly altcr'd. 
Next he ſaith, they muſt be one jlrſp, which, when all conjecturing 
15 don, wil be tound to import no morebur only to make legiumate 
and good the carnal a&t, which cls mighr {ſeem to have ſomriung of 
poilution 1n it : And inferrs thus much over , chat the fit union of 
their {quls be ſych as may even incorporate them to love and ami- 
ty ; bur that caninever be where no correſpondence is ofthe minde; 


nay inſtead of beeing one fleſh , they will be rather two carkaſſes 


_ chaind unnaturally:rogether ; otras «t may happ'n, a living ſoule 
bound toa dead corps, a pumſhment too like that inflicted by the 
tyrant ezine; (0 little worthy tobe reccay'd as that remedy of 
Ionelines which God meant us. Since wee know 1t 1s not the joy- 
ning of another body will remove lonelines, bur the uniting of ano- 
ther compliable mind ; and that it 15no bictfing bur a torment,nay 
a baſe and brutiſh condition to be one fleſh , unletie where nature 
can 11 ſome meaſure fix a unity of diſpoſition. 
Laſtly, Chriſt himfelt tells us who ſhou:d not be. put aſunder, 
namcly,cthoſe whom God hath joyn'd. A plain ſolutis of this great 
controverſic, it men would but uſe their eyes; for when 15 1t that 
God may be ſaidito joyn, when = parties and their i 
| | L< S ELIT > 
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likewiſe the Ap-ſtic wimmefſech 1 Cor 
hath calld us to peace, And doubcles in what reſpe& he hath call'd us 


36 The Dofrine and Diſcipline of Divorce, 
ſent 2 No ſurely;for that may concurre to leadeſt ends, or is it when 
Church-ritcs are finiſht > Neuher; for the efficacy of thoſe depends 


upon the preſuppoſed firnes of either party. Perhaps after carnal 
knowledge > leſt of all : for that may joyn perſons whom neither 


Jaw not nature dares joyn ; tis left, thatonly then, when the minds. 


are ficly diſpos'd, and enabP'd to maintain a chertull converſation, 
ro the ſolace and love of cach other,according as God intended and 
promisd inthe very firſt foundation of matrimony, 7 will make hing 
4 he!p meet for him; tor ſurely what God intended and promis'dthat 
only can bethoughtrto be of his joyning, and not the contrary. So 


7- 15. that in matiage God 


to mar1age> in that alſo he hath joyn'd us. The reſt whom either 
diſproportion or d-adnes of {pirir, or ſomthing diſtaſtfull & avers 
in the immutable bent of nature renders uncozugal,errot may have 
joyn'.!; but God never joyn'd againit the meatiing of his own ordi- 
nance. And it he joynd them not, then 1s there no power above 
their own conſ{cnt to hinder them trom unjoymng;when they can- 
not reap the {obereſt ends of beeing together many tolerab'e fort, 
N-1ther can 1t be ſaid properly that ſuch. cwain were ever divorc'c; 
but one'y parted from each other, .as two perſons unconjunttiye, 
and unmariable together. Bur 11, whom Gud hath made a fit help, 
frowardncs or private injurics have made unfit, that beeing the ſe- 
crer of mariage God can better judge then man. neither 15 man in- 
deed fit or able to decide this matter 3 however it be, undoubred! 

a peac: tu] divorce 1s a lefI= evil and lefle in {candalithen a hatefull 
hard- hearred and deftrutive continuance ot mariage 1n the judge- 
ment of 449/cs.and of Chriſt,that juſtifics him-n-choofins the lefſe 
evil, which if it were an honeſt & cry1l prudence inthe law, what is 


theie in the Goſpel] forbidding ſuch a Kind of icgal wiſfdomsthough 
wee ſhould admit the common Expoltters. 


Having thus untoulded thoſe ambiguous rezſos, wherwith Chriſt, 


as h1s wont was, gave tothe Phariſcs ihar cameto ſound him, ſuch 
an an{wer as they deſery*d, 1t will not be uncaſie-to- explain the 
ſentence it ſeif thatnow tollows , Yhoſoever ſhall put- away his wife, 
excepr it be for fornication, and Shat' marry another, Commtteth adultery. 
Firſt therfore [ will ſet down whar is ooſerv'd by Grorizs upen this 


point, a man of generai learning. Next I produce what mine own 
thoughts gaye me, before I had (cen his annotations. Origen, 


aith 


he 


9 
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he,notes that Chriſt nan/d adultery rather as one example of other 
like caſes, then as one only exception. And that it is trequent nor 
only in human but in divine Laws to cxoreſſe one kind of fat, 
whetby other cauſes of like nature may have the like plea : as Ex- 
04,21. 19; I9, 20, 26, Dent, I9.3, And from the max1ms of ciy1l 
Law he ſhews that ev'nin ſharpeſt penal laws,the ſame reaſon hath 
_ the ſame right : and in gentler laws, that from like cauſes to like 
the Law interprets rightly. Bur it may be objeCted, ſaith he,that no- 


thing deſtroys the end of wedlock fo much as adultery. To which 


he anſwers that-mariage was not ordain'd only for copulation, bur 
for mutual help and comfort of life ; and 1f we mark diligently the 
nature of Qur Saviours commands, wee ſhall finde that both their 
beginning and their end conſiſts in charity : whole will 15 that wee 
ſhould ak o00d to others, as that wee be not cruel to our ſelyes. 
And hence it appears why /4ark and Lake and S*, Paul to the (vr, 
mentioning this precept of Chriſt, adde no exception ; becaulc ex- 
ceptions that ariſe from natural equity are included {tlently under 
general terms : 1t would be confider'd therfore wherher the fame 
_ equity may not have place inother caſes lefſe frequent. Thus tarre 


he. From hence, is what I adde : firſt; thar this ſaying of Chriſt, as 


K 15uſually expounded, can be no law at all, that man for no cauſe 
ſhouid ſeparate bur for adultery, except it be a {upernatural law,not 
binding us, as weenow are : had it bin the law ot nature, either the 
7ews, or ſome Other wiſe and civil Nation would have pres'r it : or 
Tetitbe ſo; yer that law Dexr. 24. 1. wherby a man hath leave to 
part, whenas for juſt and natural cauſe diſcover he cannot love, 
1s alaw ancienter, and deeper ingray'n in blameles vature then the 
other : therfore the inſpired Law-giver /o/es took care that this 
ſhould be {pecity'd'and allow'd : the other he let vaniſh in fiience, 


not once repeated in the yoiume of his laws ev'n as the reaton of it 


vaniſhe with Paradiſe. Secondly, this can be nonew command;tor 
the Goſpel enjoyns no new morality , fave only the innnit cnlal ge= 
ment of charity, which 1 this reſpeCt 1s call'd the new Commanae- 
ment by S', John; as being the accompliſhment of every command. 
Thirdly, It 15 no command of pertection turcher then ir partakes of 
charity, which 1s rhe $07 of pgrff tion. Thoſe commands thertore 
which compel] us to ſelf-cruelty above our {trength, fo hardly will 
help forward to perfe&1on, that they hinder & ter backward in all 
the common rindunents of ans” was proy'd.It being thus 

= 3 Clear, 
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3$ The Doitrine and Diſcipline of Divorce, 


Clear, that the words of Chriſt can be no kind of command, as they 
are vulgarly tak'n, wee ſhall now ſee in what ſenſe they may be a. 
command, and that an excellent one, theſame with that of /oſer, 
and no other. Moſes had granted that only tor a natural annoyance, . 
defect, or diſlike, whether in body or mind) ( for ſo the Hebrew 
words plainly note )- which a man couid not torce himiclt co live 
with, he might give a bill of divorce; theroy forbidding any other 
caule wherin amendment or reconciliation might have place. This: 
Liw the Phariſes depraving , extenaed to any light contentious 
cauſe whatſoever. Chriſt therfore ſeeing where they halted , urges 
the negative part of that law, which 1s neceſſarily underſtood ( for 
the determinatc permiſſion of eofes binds them from further li- 
once ) and checking ther ſuperci}ious drift, declares that no acct- 
dental, remporary, or reconciliable ottence, except tornication,can 
juſtific a divorce © he touches not hcer thoſc natural and perpetual 
hindrances of ſociety, which arenot to be removy*':far ſuch,as they. 
arc apteſ} to cauſe an unchangcable offence, ſo are they not capable 
of reconcilement, becauſe not of amendment. 'I hus 1s ojes law 
hcer ſolidly confirm'a; and thoſe cauſes which he permitted, not a 
jor eainſaid. And that this 1s the true meaning of this place, T prove 
alſo by no Icfſe an Author then S*. Pax! himſelt, 1 (or. 7. 10,11. 
upon which tcxt Interpreters agree, that the Apoſtle only repeats 
the precept of Chriſt : where while he ſpeaks of the wives reconcile- 
ment to her husbaza, he puts it out of controverſie, that our Saviour 
meant only matters of ſtrife and reconcilement; of which ſort he 
would not thar any difference ſhould be the occaſion of divorce, 
CXcept fornication, 

But becauſe wee know that Chrift never gave a judicial law, and 
that the word forzicarios 1s varioully ſignificant in Scripture, it will 
be much 112ht don to our Saviours words, to confider diligently, 
whether it be meant heer, that nothing bur actual fornicate, proy'd 
by WIINCs, can Warrant a divorce; {or fo our Canon Law judges. 
Neverthclcflc, as I find that Grotiz on this place hath obſery'd, the 


Chriſtian, Emperours, T hcodo/rze; the ſecond, and 7xftinian, men of 


his! wifdom and repatca piety decreed it to be a divortive forni- 
cation, ifthe wile attcmpred eicher againſt the knowledge,or obſti- 
naicly againſt the will of her husband, {uch things as gave open ſu- 
{picion of adurerizing 3 as the wi:tull hauniing of tealts,and invita- 
r10ns with men not of her neer kindred,the lving tarch of het _ 

without 


we 


; -o ngs renters A} er e— _ - X ——_— 


—_ 


without probable cauſe, the frequenting of Theaters againſt her 
_ husbands mind, her endeavour to prevent, or deſtroy conception. 
_ Hence that of ferom, where fornication ts [uſpefted, the wife may Line 
fully be divorc't ;, not that every motion ot a jcalous mind ſhould be 
_ tegarded,butthat it ſhould not be exafted ro prove all things by the 
viſibility of Law: witnefling, or els to hood-wink the mind:for the 
Law i$notableto judge of theſe things but by the rule of equity, 
and by permitting a wife man to walk the middle-way of a prudent 
- circum(pection, neither wretched!y jealous,ncr ſtupidly aud rame- 
ly patient. T'o this purpole hath Grorizs in his notes. He ſhews alſo 
that fornicatio 1s tak'n in Scripture for ſuch a continual head{trons 
| behaviour, as tends to plain contempt of the husband:and proves it 
out of 7#dges 19.2, where the Levites wife is (aid to have playd the 
whoor againſt him ; which 7o/ephns and the Srptuarint, with the 
- (alazan, interpret only of ſtubbornnes and rebelion again{t her 
husband : and to this I adde thar Kimrhi and the ewoorher Rabbvies 
who gloflc the texr, are in the ſame opinion. Be Ger/om reaſons 
chat had itbin whoordom.aJew and a Levite would have diſdain'd 
© fetch her again. And this | ſhall cotribure,that had it bin whoor- 
dom ſhe would have choſen any other place ro runto, then to her 
tathers houſe, it being {o infatnous for an hebrew woman to play 
the hatlot, and ſo opprobrious to the parents. Fornication then 1n 
this place of the 7-4ges, is underſtood tor ſtudborn diſobedience a» 
eainſt the husband, and not tor adultery: A fin of that ſudden aCti- 
VIty, as to be already committed, when no more 15 don, out only 
lookt unchaſtly : which yer | ſhould be loath to Judge worthy a dt- 
vorce, though in our Saviours language 1t be call'd adultery, Ne- 
verthelefe, when palpab:c and frequent ſtgnes are giv*n, the law of 
God Nm. 5 fo tar gave way to the jealoufie of a man, as that the 
woman ſet before the Sanctuary with her head uncoverd, was ad- 
jurd by che Pricſt ro {wear wherher ſhe were fais or no; and con- 
firaind ro drink that 5rrer rarer with an undoubred curſe of rotten 
_ eſſe; and tympany to follow, un'cile ſhe were innocent. And the jea- 
lons man had not bin oui]cies befor: God, as fees by the laſt ver, 
it having ſuch a ſuſpicion in bis head he ſhould neglect this trial, 
which, it rothis day 1t be not tobe ugd, or be thought as uncertain 
of-efte&,as our antiquated law of Oraalinmyet ali cquuty willjudge 
thar many adulterous demcanurs which arc of lewd fafpicion and 
example may be held ſuthcicat rouncurte a diyocce;chuugh the a 
it 


Reftor'd to the good of both Sexes. 39 


oy . 2 
= RAW ans OOO Rr wo 
; ” T at 3. a4 
ws i a. Pants a PET 4 - 
_ | 


% 


| " £ IT EIS 
wa 2 he 2 Is 
. p; $9 . % nagks -_ _ __— " L ” Cee Oo IS I | ms es -» 
ws et, . _ = 0 or Or ore er 7 2. _ Wa, et. PIT Wai AY y 
wad wt err RS rr rr tray on _—_— . mn 09, CORO 
_ age 1 _ _ - 7” - < Dt " a 
MIEq i” — , Ws MEER math 106 Fs 4 


ties nr 
ml wi: nh >» 


OE ED _w 


ape om wy ha 


+; F þ 
5 ©» £7 
” i - 


Mey," £ 


we I 
OO 


. . " v 
: a4 

” -— tw Pn *. k , 

* "ATI h 
aw « —_—— ” nad wc - 4% & Le 
oC. Io AU > ata Sad Fo 

& 

* 


Y , ob 


40 The Dofrine and Diſcipline of Divorce, 
it ſelt hath not bin prov'd. And ſ{eccing the gencrofity of our Nation 
is ſo, asto account no reproach more abominable, then to be nick- 
nanz.{ the husband of an acultreſlc, that our law ſhould nor be 2s 
ample as the law of God to vindicate a man trom that ignoble ſut- 
ferance, 1s our barbarous unsk1i}fulnes, not conſidering tha the law 
ſhould be ex2ſperated according to our eſtimation ot the injury, 


- And if it muſt be ſuffer'd till the act bz viltoiy prov*d, Salcmzon him- 


ſeit whoſe judgement will be granted to {urpatle the acutenes of 
any Canoniſt, conicfles Prov. 30. 19, 20, that for the at of adulte- 
ry, it 15as dithcult to be found as the :rack of 47 Eagle inthe arr, or the 
way of aſhip in the Sea : (othata man may be put tounmanly indis- 
nities, ere1t be found our, T his therfore may be anough to inform 
us. that divorſive adultery 1s not limiced by our Saviour ro the ut- 
moſt a&, and rhacto be atteſted always by cye- witneſſe : but nay 
be extended aiſoto divers obvious ations, which either plainly 
lead ro adultcry,or give ſuch preſumtion whcerby ſenſible men may 
ſaſpeEt the deed to be already don. And this the rather may be 
choughr, 1n that our Saviour choſe to ule the word fornicarion, 


which word is fonnd to ſignify other matrimonial tranſgreſſions 


of main breach to that Covnant beſides actual aduitery. T hus at 
length wee ſee both by this and by other places, thar there is {carſc 
any one {ayting inthe Goſpel,bur muſt be read with limications and 
diſtinions,to be rightly. underſtood ; tor Chriſt gives no tull com- 
ments or continu'd diſcourſes, but ſcatters. the heaynly grain of his 
dottrin like pearle heer and there, which requires a skiltull and la- 
borious gatherer ;, who muſt compare the words he finds, with 0- 
rhcr precepts, with the end of eycry ordinance, and with the gene- 
ral azalogy of Evangciick doCtrine: otherwiſe many particular ſ2y- 
ings would be but ſtrange repugnant riddles ; & the Church would 
offend ingrantiog divorce for trigidity, which 1s not heer excepted 
with adultery , but by them added. Ani this was it undoubtediy 
which gave reaſon to St. Pa! of his own authority, as he proteſles, 
and wihout command from the Lord, to cnlarge the ſceming con- 
{truction of thoſe placcs in the Goſpel], by adding a cale whetrin a 
perſon deſcried whici) is ſomthing lefle then divorc't,may lawtuliy 
marry again. And having dcclar'd 11s opinion in one Ne he jcavs 
4 turder liberty for chriſtian prudence to determin in caſes of like 
1mportance 3 ukng words ſo plain as are not to be ſhifred oft, that 4 
brother or a ſiſter is not uader bondage #1 [ach caſes; adding ailo, that 

| Goa 
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God hath call*d 1s to peace 11 mariage. Now if it be plain that a Chri- 
ſtian may be brought into unworthy bondage,and his religious peace 
not only interrupted now and then, bur perpetually and finally hin- 
derd in wedlock by mif- yoking with a diverſity of nature as well as 
of religion,the reaſons of St Paul cannot be made ſpecial to that one 
caſe of infidelity, but are of equal moment to a diyorce whereyer 
Chriſtian liberty and peace are without fault equally obſtructed. 
T hat the ordinance which God gave to our comfort, may not be 
pinn'd upon us to our undeſerved thraldom; to be coop*tup as it 
wete in mockery of wedlock,to a perpetualbetrothed lonelines and 
diſcontentsit nothing wors enſue. I here beetng noughr cls of ma- 
riage left berween ſuch, bura diſpleaſing and forc*t remedy againſt 
che ſting of a brute deſire ; which fleſhly accuſtoming without the 
ſouls union and commixture of intellectual delight, as it is rather a 
ſoiling then a fulfilling of mariage-rites. fo 1s 1t anough to imbaſc 
the mettle of a generous ſpirit, and ſinks him to a low and vulgar 
pitch of endeavour in all his actions, or, which 1s wors, leavs him 
ina diſpairing pligh#ot abjet and hard'n'd chovghts: which condi- 
tion, rather then a good man ſhould fall into, a man uſefull inthe 
ſervice of God and mankind, Chriſt himfelt hath taught us to dif 
pence with the moſt ſacred ordinances of his worſhip ; even for a 


bodily healins to diſpence with that holy 8 ſpeculative reſt of Sab- 


bath ; much more then with the erroneous obſervance of an i!l» 
knortedmariage for the ſuſtaining of an oyercharg'd taith and per- 
{eycrance. L 
And though bad cauſes would take licence by this pretext, if that 
cannot be remedied, upon their confcience be 11, who ſhall ſo doe. 
This was that hardnes of heart, & abuſe of a good law which 21.- 
25 Was content to ſuffer rather then good men ſhould not haye it ar 
 allto uſe needfully. And he whoto run atter one loſt ſheep left nine- 
ty nine of his own flock at random in the Wildernes, would ite 
perplex his thought for the, obduring of nine hunder'd and ninety 
{ſuch as will daily take wors liberties whether they have permifion 
or not. To conclude, as without charity God hath givin no com- 
mandment to men, ſo without it, neither can men rightly belecye 
any commandment givn, For every aQ of true taith, as well that 
wherby we belceve the lawzas that wherby wee endeayourt the jaw 
_ iswrought in us by charity : according rothar in the divinc hymne 
f S*, Parl,1 Cor, 13, (harity beleeveth all things : not asf ſhe were 
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az The Dottrine and Diſcipline of Divorce, 


{o credulous, which 15 the expoſition hitherto current, for that were 
4 trivial praiſc,but torteach us rhat charny 1s the high governetle of 
our belick, and that wee cannot ſately aſſent to any precept writ®n 
in the Bible, but as charity commends 1t tous. Which agrees with 
that of the ſame Apoſtle ro the Ephe/.4q.14,15. where he tels us that 
the way to get a ſure undoubicd Knowledge of things, is to hold 
that for trath, which accords molt with charity. W hoſe unerting 
guidance and concuct having follow'd as a loadfſtarre with all dilt- 
gence and fidclity in this queſtion, I rraſt, through the help of that 
il/uminating Spirit which hath fxvor'd me, to haye don no every 
daics work : in afferting after many ages the words of Chriſt with 
other Scriptures of great concernment trom burdenſom & remot(= 
les obſcurity,tangl'd with manifold repugnances,to theirnative lu- 
fireand conſent between each other :hcerby aiſo diflolving tedious 
and Gordaz difficulties, which have hitherto moleſted the Church 
of God, ana are now dectded not with the ſword of Alexander, but 
with the immaculate hands of charity, to the unſpeakable good of 
Chriſtendom. And lct the extrem literaliſt fit down now & reyolye 
whciher this in all neceſſity be not the due refulr of our Saviouts 

xords- orit he peifitt tobe otherwiſe opinton'd, let him well ad-. 
vite, left thinking to gripe faſt the Goſpel , he be found in ſtead 
with the canon law 1n his fiſt : whoſe boiſtrous edits tyranmizing 
the 5:cfled ordinance of mariage into the quality of a moſt unna« 
_ rural and unchriftianly yoke, have giv'nthe flcſh this advantage to 
hate 1t, & ruin aftde, oft-times unwilingly, to all diflojute unciean- 
nefle, cyen till puniſhment it (elt 1s weary and overcome by the 1n- 
Crecnble irequency of trading iuſt,and uncontrouiFd adulteries. Yet 
men whoſe Creed 1s cultom,I doubc not but will be ($11 endeayou- 
ring to hide the {lota of thr own timorous capacities with this pre- 
text, that for all thi; tis better to endure with patience and filence 
this affliction which God hath ſence And agree r1s'erue ; 1f this be 
exhorted and not exjoyn'd ; but wiiha)l, 1t will be wiſely don to be 
as {ure as may bez thar whar mans iniquity hath laid on, be nor im- 
putcd to Gods {ending ,; ieatt under the colour of an affcfted pati- 

ence wee detain our {Ceiycs atthe gu.phs mouth of many hideous. 
*emprations, not to be withitvod withont proper gifts, which as 
Pcorkins well notes, God givesnot otdinatily,nonot to moſt earneſt 
Prayers. 1 hertore WCC PLAY Lead us n0t inio rempration, a Valn play» 
zr, 1t haying led our {eiyes thither, wee love to ſtay inthatperijuns 
Condition, 
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_ condition. God ſends remedies. as well as evills ; under which he 
who lies and groans, that may lawtully acquitt himſelt,is accefſory 
ro his own ruin : nor will ir excuſe him,though he ſuffer,through a 
{ſlougg1th tearfulnes co fearch throughly what 1s lawtull, tor tcare of 


diſquieting the ſecure falſity of an old opimon. Who doubts not 


bur that it may be piouſly ſaid to him who would diſmiſs trigidity, | 


bear your tria},take it as it God would have you live this tte of con- 
tinence : if he exhort this, I hear himas an Angel, though he {peak 
withour warrant : but 1t he would compell me,l know him tor Sa- 
ran To hm who divorces an aduitercile, Piety mig!lt ſay; Pardon 
cr; you may ſhew much mercy, you may wina foul : yerthelaw 
voth of God &man leavs it freely ro him. For God loves not to plow 
out the heart of our endeavours with over-hard and fad tasks. God 
delights nor co make a diudgec of verttic, whole actiois mult be all 
elective and unconftrain'd. Forc't vera 15 as a bolt overſhor, it goes 
neither torward nor backward, & docs 10 good as It ſtands, Seeing 
thertore thar neither Scripture nor reaſon hath laid this unjuſt au- 
ſterity upon diyorce,we may reſoly that nothing els hach wrought 
it, but that letter-bound ſervility of the Canon Doftors, ſuppoſing 
mariage to be a Sacrament, and out of the att they have to lay un- 
necc{lary burdens upon all men, to make a fair ſkew in the fleſhly 
obſervance of matr1imony,though peace & love with all other con- 
jugal reſpects tare never fo 1}. And indeed the Papiſts who are the 
ftrieſt torbidders of divorce, are the cafleſt libertines to admit of 
groſlelt uncleanneſlc as if they had a deftzne by making wedlock a 
{upportles yoke, to violate 1t moſt , under colour of preſerving 1t 
molt inviolable , and with all delighring, as their myltery 1s, to 
make men the day-labourers of their own atfliction z as it there 
were ſuch a ſcarfity of miſeries from abroad , that wee ſhould be 
made to melt our caoiſeſt home-blefiings, and coin them into croſ= 
ſes, for want wherby to hold commerce with paticncc. It any ther- 


fore who ſtall hap to read this diſcoutrs, hath bin through miſad- | 


venture 1] ingag'd in this contracted cy1ll heer compiain'd of, and 
finds the fits and workings of a high imparicnce trequently upon 
him, of all thoſe wid words which men 1n muſcry tink to caſe 
themſelves by uttering, ler him not op'n his lips againſt the prov1- 
dence of heav'n, or tax the wates of God ana his diyine T ruth; for 
they arc cqual, caſy, and not burdenſome z nor do they cvet crolie 


the juſt and reaſonable deſircs of men, not inyolye this onr portion 
C7 2 of 
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A4 The Dottrine and Diſcipline of Divorce, 
ofmortall life, into a neceſſity of ſadnes and malecontent, by Laws 


commanding over the unreducible aztiparhies of nature ſooner Or 


later found : but allow us ro remedy and ſhake off rhoſe cyills into 
which human error hath led us through the middeſt of our belt 1n- 


tentions;and to ſupport our incident extremities by that authentick 


preceptof ſovran charity; whoſe grand Commiſſion 1s to doe and 
to diſpoſe over all che ordinances ot God to man;that love & truth 
may ady.,ncecach other toeycrialting. While we literally ſuperſt1- 

y faintnes of heatt, not venturing to pelrce 
with our freethoughts into the tuil latitude of nature and religion, 
abandon our (:lvs to (cry under the tyranny of uſurpt opintons{ut- 


ferins thoſe ordinances which were allotted to our ſolace and rey1- 


vins, to trample over us and halc us into a multitude of ſorrows 
which God never mcant us. And where he ſet us ina fair allowance 
of way with honeſt I1berty and prudence to our guatd , wee neyer 
leave {ubulizing and caſuiſting till wee have ſtraitn'd and par'd thar 


liberal path into a razors e4geto walk on between a precipice of un- 


neccſlary miſchict on ether fide : and ſtarting at every tals alarum, 
wee doe not know which way to ſer a toot forwara with manly 


in our cars, of pazick ſcruples and amazements. 

Another act of papal encroachment it was, to pluck the power & 
arbitrrement of divorce tromcke maſter oi family,into whoſe hands 
God & the }aw of all Nations had pur it, & Chriſt ſo letr it, preach- 
ins only tothe conſcience, and not authorizing a judicial Court to 
-ofle about anddivulge the unaccountable and {ecret reaſons of di{- 
2#ecQion between man & wite, as a thing moſt improperly anſwe- 
rableto any ſuch xindot trial. Bur the Popes of Row? perceavins thi 
oIrcat reyenua and high autority it weuld give themycy'n over Prin- 
ces,to have the judging ard deciding of fuck a main conſequence 


of thoſe azes, 35 to deyeſt them of that right which God from the 
beginning had cneruſied tothe husband:by which means they ſub- 


» 


rernal & unbefiting Judicature, For although differences in divorce 


about dowries, jointures.and the like, beſtdes the puniſhing of adul- 


rery, ought not to patle withour referring, it need be, ro the Magi- 
ftrare, yerftor himto interpolc bis jurifdictive power upon the 1n- 
ward and 1itemediable diſpoſition of man, to command love and 


{ympathy, 


confidence and Chriſtian reſolution, throughthe contuſed ringing 


in the }tic of man as was d:yorce, wrought 10 upon tix ſuperſtition 


jected that ancient and vaturally domettick prerogative to an cx- 
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/ympathy, to forbid diſlike againft the guiltles inſtin& of nature, is 
not within the province of any law tc reach, & were indeed an un- 
commoatous rudenes, not ajuſt power. For if natures refiſtles ſway 


1n love or hate be once compel!'d, it grows catclcs of it (cl, vitious, 


uſcies to friend, unſerviceable and fpiritl's to the Common: wealth. 
W*< Moles rightly torelaw, and all wiſe Lawgivers that ever knew 
man, what kind of creature he was, The Parliament allo and {r- 
gy of England were not 18norant of this, when they conſented thar 
Harry the hb might put away bs ©. Anne of { eve, whom he conld 
not like, after he had bin wedacd halt a year;unles 1t were that con- 
trary to the Proverb, they made a neceſlity of that which nuohe 
have bin a vertu in them to do. For cy'nthe freedom and eminence 
of Mans creation g1ves him to be a Law in this matter to him(clt, 
bceing the head of the other ſex which was made for him : whom 


_ thertore though he ought notto jnjure , yet neither ſhould he be 


forc't to retain 1n ſociety to his own overthrow, nor to hear any 


Jjudse therin above himſclt. It being alſo an unſeemly affront to the 


ſequeſter'd & vail'd modeſty of that ſex, to have herunpleaſingnes 


and other concealements bandied up and down, and aggravatcd in 
open Courr by thoſe hir'd mailters of tongue- fence. Such uncomely 


eXiocnces it beſell no lefle a Majeſty then Henry th 5t* to be reduc't 


_ to; who finding juſt reaſon in his conſcience to torgoe his brothers 
wite, after many indignitics of bectng deluded, and made a boy of 


by thoſe his two car9inal Judges, was conſtrain'd at laſt for want of 
other proof, that ſhee had bin carnally known dy Prince A-thar, 
evn to uncover the nakednes of that vertuous Lady, & to recite 0- 
penly the obſcencevidence of his brothers chaberlain, Yer it pleas'd 


God to make him ſceall the tyranny of Rome , by diſcovering this 
which they exetcisd over diyorce; and to make him the beginner 


of a reformation to this whole Kingdom by firlt aflertins into his 


familiary powct the right of juſt divorce. T's true, an adultrescan- 
not be ſham'd anough by any publick proceeuing z but that woman 
whoſe honour 15 not appeach't.is lefle injur'd by a {tlent diſmilion, 


| being otherwiſe not 1iliberally dea/t with,then toendure a clamou- 


ring debate of utterles things, in a buſines of that civil ſecrecy and 
ditticult diſcerning, as not to be over-much queſtion'd by neerc{t 
friends. W hich drew that anſwer from the greateſt and worthicſt 
Roman of his time Paulus Emilius, beeins demanded why he wou'd 
put away his wife tor no viſible _— Zhi Shoo.lanh he, and held 
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46 The Dodtrine and Diſcipline of Diyorce, 
It out on his foot, # 4 neat ſhor,, a new ſhoo, and yet none of yee know 
where it wrings me ? much lefle by the untamiliar cogniſance of a 
feed gameſter can ſuch a private diftererce be examin'd, neither 
OUgnt Its 
Laſtly, All lawis forſoine good that may be frequently attain'd 
without the admixture of a wors 1inconventence ; bur the Law tor- 
bidding divorce,nevec attains to arty good end of {uch prohibition, 
but rather multiplies eyi].If ir 31m ar the c{tabiilhment of matrimo- 
ny. wee know that cannot thrive under a loathed and tore yoke, 
bur is daily violated : it it ſeck roprevent the tin of divorcing, that 
| lies not1n the law to prevent ;tor he that would divorce and matty 
again, but tor the law, hath 1n the fight of God don it already, Ci- 
_ vil orpolitical fin it never was, neither to Jew nor Gentile, norby 
_ anyjudicaalintendment of Chriſt , only culpable as it tranſorefles 
the allowance of 479/es1nthe inward man, which not any law bur 
* confcicnce only can cyince. T helaw can oniy look whether it be an. 
nJury cothe aivorc't, which in tmmuh itcan be none,as a meer ſepa- 
ration ; {or if the conlenrt, wherin has the law to right her > or con» 
ſent nor, then 1s it either juſt and fo deſerv'd, or it unjuſt , ſuch in 
all likelihood was the diyorcer, and to part from an unjaſt man is a 
happincs, & no 1njury to be lamented. Bur ſuppoſe ic be an injury, 
the Law 1s not able to amend it,unlefle ſhe think it other then a mi- 
{crable redrefle to return back from whence ſhe was expell'd,or bur 
entreated to de gon, orels to live apart ſtil] maried without Maris 
48, a maricd widow. Laſt.if it be tochaſt'n the divorcer, what law 
puniſhes a deed which 1s not moral, but natural, a deed which can- 
\ nor certainly be tound to be an injury, or how can it be puniſht by 
prohibiting the divorce, but that the innocent mult cqually partake 
So that wee {ce the Law can tono rational purpoſe torbid divorce, 
it can only take care that the conditions of divorce be nor injurious. 
Bur what > Shall then the diſpoſal of that power return again to the 
 mailter of tamiiy 2 Wherfore not 2 Since God there pur it, and the 
prefumpruous Canon thence berett it. T his only mult be provided, 
that the ancient manner be obſerv'd in preſence of the Miniſter. and 
other grave {eleed Elders; who ater they ſhall have admoniſhe 
and preſt upon him the words of our Saviour, '& he ſhall haye pro- 
teſted inthe faith of the eternal Goſpehand the hope he has of hap- 
py reſuirection, that othet wiſe then thus he cannor doe,and thinks 
himſcit, & this his calc nor contairrd in that prohibition of divorce 


which 
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Reſior'd to the good of bath Sexes. 47 
which Chriſt pronounc't, the matter nor beeing of malice, but of 
Nnarure, and ſo not capable of reconciling, to conltrain him ſurder 
were tounehrilten him, to unman him to throw the mountain of 
314: upon him, with the waight of the whole Law to boot, flat a- 
gainſi the ]iberry and eſſence of che Goſpel,and yet nothing availa- 
ble either to the ſanCtiry of mariage, the good of husband, wife, or 
childern,nothing profitable either tro Church or Common wealth. 
Bur this would bring in confuſion. Be of good cheer,it would not: 


it wroughe ſo |ittle diſorder among the Fews that from /4s/ſes till at- 


ter the captivity not one of the Profers thought it worth rebuking ; 
torthat of Malachy well looke into, will apprare to be, not againtt 
divorcing, bur rather againſt keeping ſtrange Concubines, to the 
vexation of their Hebrew wives. If therfore wee Chriſtians may de 
thought as good and tractable as the Jews were, and certainly the 
prohibirers of divorce prefume us to be better, then lefle contuſton 
15 to be tear'd for this amongus then was among them. It wee bee 
wors, or bur as bady which lamentable examples confirm wee are, 
then have wee more, or at leaſt as much necd of this permitted law 
as they to whom God expreſly gave it under a harſher coynant: 
Let not therfore the frailty of man goe on thus inventing necdlellc 
&oubles to it (eli to groan under rhe fals imagination of a ſtriftnes 
never impos'd trom aboyezenjoyrng that for duty whicl11s an 1m- 


| poilivle an: vain ſupercrogating. Bee not righteos overmuc", is thc 


courſci of Eccleſiaſtes ; why ſhouliſt thou deſtroy thy ſelf ? Let us no: be 
thus over-curious to {train at at-ms, and yet to [top every vent and 
cranny of permiſſive liberry:leſt narure watins thoſe needtul pores, 
and breathing p.aces which God hath not debarr'd our weakneszci- 
ther {udden'y break our into ſome wide rupture of open vice, and 


frantick hereſy, or els inwardly teſter with repming and blaſphe- 


mous thoughts, under an unreaſonable and truitles rigor of unwat- 
zanced law. Againſt which cvils nothing can more beſcem the reit- 
910n of the Church or the wifdom of the State, then ro conſider 
timely and provide. And in fo doing, letthem not doubt bur they 
ſhall vindicate the miſrepuced honour of God and his greac Lawgt- 
ver, by {uttering him to give bis own laws according to the condi- 
tion of mans narure beſt known to him > without the unſiitterable 
1mputation ot diſpencing legaliy with many agus of raiify'd adulce- 
ry They ſhull recover the mifart-vded words of Chriſt to the 1in- 
ccrity of their true ſenſe trom matufold contradictions, and ihall 
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4% The Dottrine and Diſcipline of Divorce, 
open them with the key of charity. Many helples Chriſtians they 


ſhall ratſe ſrom the depth of ſadnes.and diltreſle, utterly unfittedzas 
they arz, toſcry God or man : many they ſhall reclaime from ob- 
ſcure and giddy (cs, many regain from diſlolute and brutiſh 1t- 
cence, miny from deſperate hardnes, 1t ever that were juſtly plea- 
ded. They ſhail (er free many daughters of 1/rae/,not wanting much 
of her ſad plighr whem Satan had bound eighteen years. Man they {hall 
reſtore to his jult dignity, and prerogative 1n nature, preferring the 
fouls free peace betore the promiſcuous draining of a carnal rage. 
Mariaze froma perilous hazard and fnarc, they thall reduce to be a 
more certain hava and retirement of happy ſociety ; when they 
fall judge according to God and es, and how not then accord- 


m9 ro Chriſt > when they ſhall jadge it more wiſdoin and goodnes. 


to break that coynant ſcemingly & keep 1t really, then by compul- 


{ion of la w rokeepit ſe:mingiv.and by compulſion of blameles na- 


ware to break it really, at lealt if 1t were ever truly joyn'd, The vi- 
gor of diſcipline they may then turn with better ſucceile upon the 
oroſtitute looſenes of the tumes, when men finding in themſclysrhe 


infirmities of former ages, ſhallnot be conſtrain'd above the gift of 


God in them to unprofitable and tmpoſiible obfervances never re- 


quird from the c1yileſt,the wiſcſt, the holieſt Nations, whoſe other 


exccllencies in moral yertu they never yet could equal. Laſt of all, 


 tothoſe whoſe mind ſtill1s ro maintain textual] reſtritions,wherof 


the bare ſound cannot conſiſt tomtimes with humanity, much leſle 


with charity, I would ever anſwer by putting them in remembrice 


of a command above all commands, which they feem to have for- 
cor, and who ſpake it; in compariſon wherot this which they ſo 
cxalr, 1s but a petty and ſubordinate precept. Let them goe therfore 
with whom I am loarh to couple themyert they will needs run into 
the ſame blindnes with the Phariſes, /-: rhem2 goe therfore and conſi- 
der well whar this Icflon means, 1 wit! have mercy and not ſacrifice ; 
for on that [ aymg all the LaW and P rofets aepend, much more che (0s 


{ſpel whoſe cnd and excellence 1s meicy and peace : Or it they can- 


not learnthat, how will they hear this, which yer I ſhall not doube 
to icaye with them as a concluſion: T hat God the Son hath put all 
ocher things under his own feer; but his Commandments he hath 


kfrallunder che fer of charity. 


The end. 
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Omitted pa, 19. lin, 28, 


VV { 7 Hom thusto ſhut up and immure together, the one with 
: V V amiſchoſenmate, theotherin a miltakK'a calling, is not 
a courſe, &c.. - — 


Omitted pa, 24, lin, 22, 


Uncertain good. This only text not to be match' again through- 
out the whole Scripture, wherby God 1n his perfct Law ſhould 
ſeem to haye granted to the hard hearts of his holy people under 


this own hand a civil immunity and free charter to live and die in a 


long ſucceflive adultery,undcr a covnant of works, till the Meſſiah, 


and then that indulgent permiſſion to be ſtriftly deny'd by a cov- 


nant of grace , beſtdes the incoherence of ſuch adoQtrin, cannot, 
muſt not be thus interprered , to the raiſing of a paradox neyer 


_ knownrtill then, only hanging by the twin'd thred of one doubt- 


full Scriprute, againſt ſo many other rulcs and leading principles of 


religion, of juſtice, and purity of life. For what could be granted - 


more either to the fear, or tothe luſt of any tyrant, or politician, 


- thenthis autority of 2eofes thus cxpounded ; which opens him a 
way at will to damme up jultice, and not only to admit of any Kc 


wmſh, or Auſtrian diſpences, but to enact a Statute of that which he 
dares not ſeem to approve, ev'n to legitimare vice , to make {in ir 


ſelf afree Citizen of the Common-wealth pretending only-thcſe 


or theſe plauſible reaſons. And well he might, all rhe whule thar 
Moſes ſhall be alleg'd ro have don as much withour ſhewing ary 
reaſon at all. Yet this could not enter into the heart of David, 
Pja! 94.20. how any ſuch autority as endeayours to faſhion wickeas 


es by law, ſhould derive it ſeit from God. And 1ſaiah Jays woe upon 
them that decyee unrighteows decrees, 10. 1, Now which of theſe two. 
i5the better Lawgiver,and which defervs moſt a woe. he tha: giv:s 
- out an Edit angly unjuſt, or ke at CONT to generations a fixt 
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and unmolefted impunity of that which.is not only held tobe wn 
juſt; but alſo unclcan, and buth in a high degree, nor only as they 
themfelvsaffirmsan injurious expulſion of one wife, but alſo an-un- 
clean ftreedotn by morethen a patent to wedanother adulterouſly > 
How can wee therfore with fatety. thus dangexouſly confine the 
tree fimplicity of our Savi6uts meaning to that which meerly a- 
mounts {rom ſo many letters, whenas it canconliſt neither with 
= tis former andcautionaty words, nor with other more pure and 
4 holy principles, nor finally with the ſcope of charity, &c. | ©. 2% Þþ 
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